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‘A Christmas like no other’, ‘Christmas is cancelled’, ‘Christmas 

bubbles replace Christmas baubles’. There has certainly been a 

lot of focus in the media on what Christmas 2020 will feel like 

under pandemic regulations. Certainly not the same as usual 

that’s for sure. It will be a different, quieter time this year but 

hopefully by next Christmas we may be able to gather more 

together and be closer to those we love. 2020 has been a year 

many will want to forget but there might be some things we 

may want to hold onto as we move on into 2021. 

Having to remain longer in and around our local area has shown 

us how much we might be missing, places to walk and things to 

see which were right under our noses but we were too busy to 

notice. Ah yes, busy-ness. Many have learned the meaning of 

that line from the William Henry Davies poem ‘What is this life 

so full of care we have no time to stand and stare?’ With more 

time and space to reflect on our previous lives, some have 

begun to rethink their former overly busy lives and wonder if 

everything they did was a necessary activity. And that includes 

church over-activity as well. Necessity and compassion have 

brought people together to help others in their community, and 

that need will continue for months if not years to come.  

Some of the insights 2020 has brought us have been bitter ones 

however. We cannot say now that we didn’t know realise how 

much inequality there is in the world, in this country and in our 

neighbourhoods, how forgotten those in care or living alone 

have been, how much damage we are doing to our environment, 

how much we need one another to feel fully human.  

And where is God in all this? We have had to rethink what it 

means to be a worshipping community, separate yet still part of 

the one Body of Christ. We have been given an insight into the 

lives of those who through illness, infirmity or persecution 

cannot gather with others to worship but still feel the intimate 

presence of God in their lives. The Bible is full of reassurances 

that God is near to those who seek God, those who are broken 
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hearted, those who put their trust entirely in God’s hands. And 

at this time of year let us remember that God came to be with 

us, Emmanuel and will be with us to the end of time, ‘For I am 

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’  

Amen, come Lord Jesus. 

Janet  

    

    

    
Christmas sets the centre on the edge; 

The edge of town, the outhouse of the inn, 

The fringe of empire, far from privilege 

And power, on the edge and outer spin 

Of  turning worlds, a margin of small stars 

That edge a galaxy itself light years 

From some unguessed at cosmic origin. 

Christmas sets the centre at the edge. 

And from this day our world is re-aligned 

A tiny seed unfolding in the womb 

Becomes the source from which we all unfold 

And flower into being. We are healed, 

The end begins, the tomb becomes a womb, 

For now in him all things are re-aligned. 

Malcom Guite 
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NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS FROM THE CHURCHES FROM THE CHURCHES FROM THE CHURCHES FROM THE CHURCHES    
    

The Pattern of The Pattern of The Pattern of The Pattern of allallallall Services  Services  Services  Services in Decemberin Decemberin Decemberin December    

The service plan is printed on the back cover of this magazine. 

We are continuing online services alongside the ‘in person’ 

services in all the church buildings, so that our worship is as 

inclusive as possible, especially for those who are unable to 

attend. 

 

If you wish to attend one of these services in person, please 

contact Sheila Rozeik by phone or email beforehand so that she 

can prepare a register and check the numbers wishing to attend 

a particular Sunday service. Tel: 01223 315000/223774,  

Email: office@churchatcastle.org 

    

    

ADVENT COURSESADVENT COURSESADVENT COURSESADVENT COURSES    

    

Advent study courseAdvent study courseAdvent study courseAdvent study course----ONLINEONLINEONLINEONLINE    

on Wednesday eveningson Wednesday eveningson Wednesday eveningson Wednesday evenings    

7pm for an hour on 187pm for an hour on 187pm for an hour on 187pm for an hour on 18thththth and  and  and  and 

25252525thththth November, and 2 November, and 2 November, and 2 November, and 2ndndndnd, 9, 9, 9, 9thththth, , , , 

16161616thththth and 23 and 23 and 23 and 23rdrdrdrd December December December December 

This is a weekly online course 

on Zoom on Wednesday evenings. It is based on the Netflix film 

'The Two Popes' and the book by Liam Kelly 'The Glorious 

Journey; a reflection book based on the Two Popes'. The BAFTA 

and Oscar nominated film can be viewed for free here - you 

don't have to have a Netflix subscription. 

The book can be purchased from a number of sellers (c.£6). 

Janet, our Team Vicar, thoroughly recommends watching the 

film (125 mins in duration), even if you don't want to reflect on 

its themes (journeying, listening, change, mercy, loneliness and 

love) through the Advent course. It is an up-lifting experience 

and a real masterclass from its two main actors, Jonathan Pryce 

and Anthony Hopkins. 
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Please contact Janet for details of how to join the online 

meetings. Email:janet_ascension@yahoo.co.uk. Everyone is 

welcome! 

 

Advent ReadingsAdvent ReadingsAdvent ReadingsAdvent Readings & & & & Reflections Reflections Reflections Reflections----    online on Zoomonline on Zoomonline on Zoomonline on Zoom            

Thursday afternoonsThursday afternoonsThursday afternoonsThursday afternoons, , , , 3333.00.00.00.00    pm on pm on pm on pm on 3333rdrdrdrd, 10, 10, 10, 10thththth, 17, 17, 17, 17thththth, 24, 24, 24, 24thththth December December December December    

You are warmly invited to a weekly online Zoom meeting of 

readings and quiet reflection, during the season of Advent. The 

readings we will hear will be taken from a variety of times, 

spaces, traditions and styles and there will be an opportunity to 

respond to them in quiet prayerfulness. 

Please contact Sheila Rozeik for details of how to join the 

meeting if you can’t fing St Luke’s Zoom link. All are welcome. 

    

    
    

WelcomingWelcomingWelcomingWelcoming    our our our our Four OrdinandsFour OrdinandsFour OrdinandsFour Ordinands    

We have welcomed four Ordinands into the parish this term. 

Sharon Ejinkonye and Yin An Chen are supervised by Janet, and 

Abigail Harris and Rosie Hewitt are with Philipa. Please pray for 

them and all students in such a challenging time. 

 

Last month Abigail introduced 

herself. This month Sharon says 

‘Hello’.  

My name is Sharon Ejinkonye. I 

have grown up in London 

forever, though my parents are 

originally from Nigeria. I am one 

of 4, who are all doing pretty 

interesting things with their lives 

(accountancy, supply chain and 

aspiring director) though I think 

I am doing the most interesting 

thing!  

 



 7 

Before coming to Ridley, I studied Law in Northampton, which 

was a great experience, though half through I wanted to switch 

courses. That's is when I started looking at what it would look 

like to study theology, but that was wishful thinking, as I 

couldn't tell my (Nigerian!) parents that I didn’t want to do law 

anymore. At this point I had started the discernment process, 

not necessarily to be accepted but to prove to the people 

around me that God did not want to ordain me in the CoE!  
 

Once I finished Law, I headed to Belgium for 10 months on the 

Church of England Ministry Experience Scheme (CEMES, now 

called MES). This was time for me to truthfully explore what God 

had in store for. It was an amazing but difficult experience, and 

just at the end I got the clarity needed. 
 

Because CEMES was all about experience in the Church, being at 

Ridley has been a good time for me to do some reading and get 

back into the more academic work. It has been a real joy to be a 

part of a community, where we can learn from and encourage 

one another. 
 

Being in the parish of the Ascension, I hope to perhaps explore 

different ways of preaching in order to find the way I am most 

comfortable up front. It is also good for me to be immersed in a 

church setting that I am not overly familiar with. Getting out of 

my comfort zone is something I hope I will often do and 

encourage others to do too, that we would be a people who is 

able to perceive the new thing that God may be doing (or the 

old thing in a different way). My first year at St Augustine's has 

been lovely, and in the next I hope I will get the hang of 

operating Zoom! 

 

    
    

NEWS FROM ST AUGUSTINE’SNEWS FROM ST AUGUSTINE’SNEWS FROM ST AUGUSTINE’SNEWS FROM ST AUGUSTINE’S    

Café@99Café@99Café@99Café@99 at St Augustine’s at St Augustine’s at St Augustine’s at St Augustine’s    

Cafe@99 will not be opening until the New Year. 
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Foodbank CollectionsFoodbank CollectionsFoodbank CollectionsFoodbank Collections    

The front porch of St 

Augustine's has been a 

collection point for Foodbank 

donations since the pandemic 

started. Over the weeks and 

months there has been a 

steady supply of goods that 

are on the Foodbank's 

shopping list which are then 

delivered to the central 

collection point by Simon 

Stoddart from the university's 

Department of Archaeology.  
 

Donations will continue to be 

needed in the months to come so please do consider either 

continuing or starting to donate goods or funds to this essential 

service. You can drop off goods in St Augustine's porch which is 

open 2-5pm Saturday and Sunday, 9-11am on Mondays, and 

many supermarkets have a collection box. 

 

Details on how to donate funds and the current shopping list 

can be found on the Foodbank's website, 

https://cambridgecity.foodbank.org.uk/ 

Janet 

The current most needed list:  

• Bag for life (or similar strong plastic carrier bags) 

• Rice pudding 

• Instant Coffee 

• Tins of salmon or tuna 

• Olive oil 500ml 

• Chocolate yule log 

• Long-life juice 

• Large ham (canned) 

• Meals in cans (eg. chicken in sauce, chilli) 
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• Tinned vegetables 

• Soap / anti-bac hand gel 

• Laundry powder 

 

They currently have plenty of: Pasta, Baked Beans, Soup, UHT 

milk, Tomatoes, Pulses, Potatoes. 

    
    

NEWS FROM ST GILES’NEWS FROM ST GILES’NEWS FROM ST GILES’NEWS FROM ST GILES’    

The St Giles’ Christmas TThe St Giles’ Christmas TThe St Giles’ Christmas TThe St Giles’ Christmas Tree Festivalree Festivalree Festivalree Festival, 2020 style, 2020 style, 2020 style, 2020 style    

As we did not know what would be possible once the four weeks 

of the second lock down came to an end, we had to plan for 

both a worst and a better outcome with a mixture of online and 

live events. Now, thankful that live events are possible in our 

current Tier 2 status, we can go ahead with all our plans. For all 

‘live’ events pre-booking is essential as restrictions on the 

building’s capacity continue, and Covid-19 safety precautions 

will be in place. 
 

The Festival will run for longer 

than usual, between the 5th and 

24th December. St Giles’ will be 

open on weekdays for two hours 

between 12 noon and 2.00 pm, 

and between 11.30 am and 2.30 

pm on Saturdays. 
 

There will be fewer trees inside 

this year, but trees will be 

outside in the garden, decorated 

by St Luke’s, Mayfield, Castle and 

Park Street Schools, and a further 

tree will be in St Peter’s, which is 

open daily between 10am and 

dusk, thanks to Richard 

Catchpole. Inside there will still be lots to see too with various 

displays: Janice has been busy knitting, Valerie’s delightful mice 
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will be hiding all over the church, 

and a large Christmas tree to 

hang your own special wish or 

decoration on. Outside there is a 

nativity scene that is visible to all 

passing by on Castle Street. 
 

The first special event will be our 

Advent Carol ServicAdvent Carol ServicAdvent Carol ServicAdvent Carol Service e e e on 13th 

December at 3.30pm, with music 

by Cantores choir led by Jeremy 

Wong. 
 

On the 16th December there will 

be more lovely Christmas music 

at our CandleCandleCandleCandle----lit lit lit lit Carol Service Carol Service Carol Service Carol Service at 

7.00 pm, with the resident choir 

Cambridge Vocal Consort led by Colin Fludgate. 
 

Booking is essential for both these services, (as for all ‘in 

person’ services), as space in the church is limited. Priority will 

be given to the regular St Giles’ congregation. 
 

St Giles’ will once again host CamCRAGCamCRAGCamCRAGCamCRAG for their annual pop-up 

Winter FairWinter FairWinter FairWinter Fair    on Saturday 19th December, 12.30-3.30 pm. This 

will take place inside and in the garden, with hot drinks outside, 

stalls and displays. This will enable them to raise much-needed 

funds for their continuing work supporting refugees across 

Europe.  https://camcrag.org.uk/ 
 

Later in the month there will be two talks on Zoom, both at 7.30 

pm: on 10th December Colin Fludgate will give a talk entitled “A  “A  “A  “A 

Musical Miscellany”Musical Miscellany”Musical Miscellany”Musical Miscellany”, and on 23rd December    Margaret Waring 

leads us in an investigation into the design sources for church 

textiles in her talk entitled “Echoes of the P “Echoes of the P “Echoes of the P “Echoes of the Past”.ast”.ast”.ast”. As these are 

fund-raising events they are bookable through Eventbrite and 

tickets will cost £5 each. 

Ank Rigelsford 



 11 

Thanks to Margaret WaringThanks to Margaret WaringThanks to Margaret WaringThanks to Margaret Waring for sharing this poem by George 

Herbert. The photograph shows a nativity scene from St Giles’ 

sanctuary windows.  
 

The WindowsThe WindowsThe WindowsThe Windows    

Lord, how can man preach thy eternal 

word? 

He is a brittle crazy glass; 

Yet in thy temple thou dost him 

afford  

This glorious and transcendent place, 

To be a window, through thy grace. 
 

But when thou dost anneal in glass 

thy story, 

Making thy life to shine within 

The holy preachers, then the light and 

glory 

More reverend grows, and more doth 

win; 

Which else shows waterish, bleak, and 

thin. 
 

Doctrine and life, colours and light, in 

one 

When they combine and mingle, bring 

A strong regard and awe; but speech alone 

Doth vanish like a flaring thing, 

And in the ear, not conscience, ring. 

 

The first time I came across this poem was some 2/3 decades 

ago when I saw a piece of conceptual art in an exhibition in 

Salford with the title “brittle crazie glasse”. The poems of George 

Herbert formed the basis of prayer and reflection during a 

Quiet Day at St Giles’, led by Max Kramer some time ago, in 

which he was instrumental in helping me to understand this 

poem and others.                                              Margaret Waring 
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St Giles' Window ConservationSt Giles' Window ConservationSt Giles' Window ConservationSt Giles' Window Conservation        

Following repair of a clerestory window that fell in a couple of 

years ago, the Friends of St Giles' Church are raising funds to 

progressively conserve all windows in need, about half the 

total.  The first three will be the Lady Chapel's rose window that 

leaks, the clerestory window next to that already repaired, and 

the tall one to the right of the high altar that has broken lights, 

and it is hoped conservation will start soon.  So we will need to 

endure scaffolding again, inside and outside the Lady Chapel, 

but you will appreciate it is all helping to secure the building's 

long term future. 

Richard Catchpole, Churchwarden 

    

NEWS FROM ST LUKE’S NEWS FROM ST LUKE’S NEWS FROM ST LUKE’S NEWS FROM ST LUKE’S     

It has been exciting to see 

the renovation work on the 

Old School House 

commencing and continuing 

at what seems to be a fast 

pace. Occupants of the 

Rectory have become 

accustomed to seeing the 

vans arriving before 8am and 

often not leave until after 

6pm.  

 

We have an excellent firm. 

Frances is often onsite to 

check on progress and 

Heather has been brilliant at 

managing the challenges of the car park and not 

withstanding the Rectory dog, who barks at the men working on 

the roof, everyone remains good humoured!  

Philipa 

Frances Klein kitted up for a meeting 

with the builders! 
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NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITYNEWS FROM THE COMMUNITYNEWS FROM THE COMMUNITYNEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY    
    

    
    

Ascension Burial Ground Working PartiesAscension Burial Ground Working PartiesAscension Burial Ground Working PartiesAscension Burial Ground Working Parties    

The Friends of the Ascension Burial Ground have continued, as 

much as possible in 2020, to meet monthly and carry out 

clearance and maintenance work. Latterly, since the City Council 

took over responsibility for maintenance, they have worked 

alongside council volunteers. The opportunity this work 

presents to spend active time outdoors purposefully is proving 

popular and the numbers attending have increased. All are 

welcome to add their support by joining the Friends.  

 

Alison Taylor, President of the Friends, says, “We are making 

good progress on clearing overgrown graves before Spring 

flowers grow, and also want to get the area of recent burials as 

smart and welcoming as possible before Christmas, for relatives 

visit often visit then.”  
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Cambridge Churches Homeless ProjectCambridge Churches Homeless ProjectCambridge Churches Homeless ProjectCambridge Churches Homeless Project    

An update from Stephen Barwise, CCHP treasurer: 

 

The Cambridge Churches Homeless 

Project will not be running as a night 

shelter this Winter, due to the Pandemic & 

the consequent decision of the 

Government to fund Room Only 

accommodation for rough sleepers.  The 

City Council offered Room Only 

accommodation to 230 rough sleepers, of 

whom 190 accepted the offer. The City Council has re-housed 

110 of these people & intends to make housing offers to the 

remainder. The City Council is, however, unable to offer 

accommodation to rough sleepers with No Access To Public 

Funds, & CCHP is supporting particularly vulnerable rough 

sleepers in this position, paying for Bed & Breakfast 

accommodation until the City Council can appeal the decisions 

& take over providing accommodation. The rough sleepers that 

we are funding in Bed & Breakfast would normally have come 

into our night shelter had we been allowed to run. We have also 

funded Bed & Breakfast for two young vulnerable women until 

the City Council could organise accommodation, which they 

achieved in a few days.    

The Cambridge Churches Homeless Project is also participating, 

with other homeless charities, in supporting rough sleepers in 

other ways, including creating cooked meals, & helping 

distribute them, as the accommodation provided by the City 

Council does not include food. We give Thanks to those CCHP 

volunteers who are involved in this service.  

Further to this, CCHP agreed to purchase a laptop and mobile 

phone for the use of rough sleepers, so that they had access to 

internet communication. These items are held by staff & utilised 

when required by rough sleepers, for instance to communicate 
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with Benefit Offices that are currently closed to anything other 

than internet/phone communication.  

These are challenging times & being adaptable to the 

circumstances with which we are confronted is essential if we 

are to be of service. I am convinced that the Night Shelter Model 

will return, once the pandemic has receded & the government 

no longer funds accommodation for rough sleepers, but at 

present we continue to rely on our supporters to be able to 

provide the essential services required during these times.   

While talking to the Apostles, Christ said: “I was hungry & you 

fed me, I was thirsty & you gave me a drink, I was a stranger & 

you made me welcome”. CCHP provides organised compassion 

& an opportunity to bear witness to GOD.  

In previous years, for four months, from the beginning of 

December to the end of March, covering 122 nights, we have 

housed 17 rough sleepers per night for seven consecutive 

years. At any one time, during these winters, there have been 

six churches & one synagogue involved in providing this service. 

This winter, the nature of the service offered will be different, 

but we intend it to be no less relevant to the rough sleepers 

with whom we engage.   

 If you would like to contact me about any of the above, please 

email me on stephen@cchp.org.uk  

Thank you.  

Stephen Barwise, CCHP trustee, https://www.cchp.org.uk/ 

 

Winter Comfort 2020 ChristmasWinter Comfort 2020 ChristmasWinter Comfort 2020 ChristmasWinter Comfort 2020 Christmas Appeal Appeal Appeal Appeal    

This year, Wintercomfort have worked harder than ever to 

provide continuous support for homeless and vulnerably housed 

people in Cambridge under the added pressures of the Covid-

19 pandemic. We are fully compliant with Covid-19 safety 

measures, our day centre remains open and fully operational for 

rough sleepers. 
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 As the devastating impact of the pandemic continues to affect 

lives and livelihoods, the number of homeless people within 

Cambridge is rising weekly.  Tragically, we expect this upward 

trend to continue and Wintercomfort’s services have never been 

in greater demand.   
    

DONATE NOW        This Christmas, please help us to continue to 

bring positive, lasting change to the lives of homeless people. 

    
    

EVENTS, MEETINGS & EVENTS, MEETINGS & EVENTS, MEETINGS & EVENTS, MEETINGS & GROUPSGROUPSGROUPSGROUPS    
    

Friends of the Ascension Burial GroundFriends of the Ascension Burial GroundFriends of the Ascension Burial GroundFriends of the Ascension Burial Ground    

5555thththth December December December December,,,,    10 am to 12 noon. 10 am to 12 noon. 10 am to 12 noon. 10 am to 12 noon.     

This monthly working party meets at the Burial 

Ground (off Huntingdon Road) to enjoy some 

healthy outdoor exercise, helping to clear graves 

under expert guidance. We have returned cautiously 

to our monthly working pattern, with strict social 

distancing throughout the two hour session. You 

can do as much or as little as you wish - all help is 

greatly appreciated.  Please come with any protective clothing 

that you are currently wearing when outside with others, such 

as a mask, in addition to gardening gloves and stout shoes. 

Secateurs, loppers and any garden waste sacks are very 

desirable if you have them. It can also be thirsty work, so do 

bring a drink as well. If you would like to support the work of 

the Friends, you can obtain an application form from the Parish 

Office or online at www.churchatcastle.org/node/12  

    

Christmas Tree FestivChristmas Tree FestivChristmas Tree FestivChristmas Tree Festivalalalal    

5555thththth to 24 to 24 to 24 to 24thththth December at St Giles’ December at St Giles’ December at St Giles’ December at St Giles’, inside and outside, inside and outside, inside and outside, inside and outside    

MondaysMondaysMondaysMondays––––Fridays 12Fridays 12Fridays 12Fridays 12----2.00 pm, 2.00 pm, 2.00 pm, 2.00 pm,     

Saturdays 11.30Saturdays 11.30Saturdays 11.30Saturdays 11.30----2.30 pm2.30 pm2.30 pm2.30 pm    

Further details of what there is to see and enjoy are 

on pages 9 and 10 of this magazine, and on the website.    
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Men’s Discussion GroupMen’s Discussion GroupMen’s Discussion GroupMen’s Discussion Group    

Tuesday 8Tuesday 8Tuesday 8Tuesday 8thththth D D D December, 8pmecember, 8pmecember, 8pmecember, 8pm    

Would you like to join us on Tues at 8pm by Zoom?  Our small 

ecumenical group has resumed monthly meetings, open to all, 

and joining details are available from chairman Richard 

Catchpole: richard@rcatchpole.com or 07736 070907.  "Advent" 

is this month's topic, to stimulate a debate on how Advent was, 

is, should be or shouldn't be celebrated. We hope you can join 

us for an hour linking or phoning in by Zoom. 
 

“A Musical Miscellany”“A Musical Miscellany”“A Musical Miscellany”“A Musical Miscellany”-onlineonlineonlineonline talk talk talk talk 

Thursday Thursday Thursday Thursday 10101010thththth December, 7.30 pm  December, 7.30 pm  December, 7.30 pm  December, 7.30 pm     

Colin Fludgate, Director of the Cambridge Vocal Consort, leads 

us on a musical tour through the ages. The talk is organised by 

the Friends of St Giles as a fund-raiser for the church. Tickets 

are bookable through Eventbrite at £5 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/131512476357 

    

    

DOORSTEP CAROLSDOORSTEP CAROLSDOORSTEP CAROLSDOORSTEP CAROLS    

When? Wednesday, 16When? Wednesday, 16When? Wednesday, 16When? Wednesday, 16thththth    December, 6pmDecember, 6pmDecember, 6pmDecember, 6pm    

Where?Where?Where?Where? Your Doorsteps! 

How?How?How?How? Sing along with the radio, tuned in to BBC Radio 

Cambridgeshire on 96.0 FM!  
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You can download a carol sheet and a music sheet from the 

website, tune in to the radio, tune the ukele and stand poised 

on the doorstep ready to join in with the biggest choir in the 

country (actually the whole country!) and sing carols with your 

neighbours. https://www.doorstepcarols.co.uk/ 

You can also download an invitation for your neighbours from 

the website.  

 

    

CamCRAGCamCRAGCamCRAGCamCRAG Winter Fair Winter Fair Winter Fair Winter Fair     

Saturday 19Saturday 19Saturday 19Saturday 19thththth December,  December,  December,  December, 

12.3012.3012.3012.30----3.30 3.30 3.30 3.30 pm at St Giles’ pm at St Giles’ pm at St Giles’ pm at St Giles’     

Come along to St Giles for our 

winter fair inside and outside! 

Featuring a tea and cake stall, 

a raffle, and stalls selling arts 

and crafts, merchandise made 

by refugees in Greece, 

Christmas cards and CamCRAG ponchos.  

 

Numbers in the church will be limited, masks must be worn and 

there will be a strict one-way system around the stalls and a 

Track and Trace registration system. https://camcrag.org.uk/ 

 

“Echoes of the Past” “Echoes of the Past” “Echoes of the Past” “Echoes of the Past” –––– online talk online talk online talk online talk     

Wednesday 23Wednesday 23Wednesday 23Wednesday 23rdrdrdrd December 7.30 pm December 7.30 pm December 7.30 pm December 7.30 pm    

Margaret Waring leads us in an investigation into the design 

sources for church textiles (Late 19th C and early 20th C). The 

talk is organised by the Friends of St Giles as a fund-raiser for 

the church. Tickets are bookable through Eventbrite at £5 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/130391433287 
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WORSHIP AND PRAYER RESOURCESWORSHIP AND PRAYER RESOURCESWORSHIP AND PRAYER RESOURCESWORSHIP AND PRAYER RESOURCES ONLINE ONLINE ONLINE ONLINE 

Downloadable service and worship resources are kept up-to-

date on the website 

http://www.churchatcastle.org/node/2965 
 

Bishop of Huntingdon, Dagmar Winter, records her reflections 

for each Sunday on the Diocese of Ely’s Youtube channel : 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTZQ-

XuAgoWhTTeeBbK2l0w?view_as=subscriber 
    

ComfortComfortComfortComfort and Joy: and Joy: and Joy: and Joy: The Church of England has resources for 

Advent and Christmas at 

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/preparing-

advent-christmas-2020-comfort-and-joy 
    

Daily DevotionsDaily DevotionsDaily DevotionsDaily Devotions:::: The United Reformed Church has daily Bible 

readings, reflections and Prayers for the season at 

https://urc.org.uk/ 
    

Sing a HymnSing a HymnSing a HymnSing a Hymn: : : : The Royal School of Church Music has uploading a 

whole playlist of hymns on their YouTube channel, for you to 

sing along with. It does not cover the whole year but there are 

plenty of cracking hymns to enjoy.  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLn-

vhbQASCJhW_Gz8Fww32Nmy_XuCQmNl 

 

OUR OUR OUR OUR SERVICESSERVICESSERVICESSERVICES ONLIN ONLIN ONLIN ONLINEEEE ON ZOOM ON ZOOM ON ZOOM ON ZOOM 

You are welcome to join all and any of these services.You are welcome to join all and any of these services.You are welcome to join all and any of these services.You are welcome to join all and any of these services. Resources  Resources  Resources  Resources 

are on our website are on our website are on our website are on our website ----    http://www.churchatcastle.org/node/2965http://www.churchatcastle.org/node/2965http://www.churchatcastle.org/node/2965http://www.churchatcastle.org/node/2965    
    

SUNDAYSSUNDAYSSUNDAYSSUNDAYS   

• St Giles’ Morning service, 9 am 

Send an email to ank1@btinternet.com to receive an invitation.  
 

• St Augustine’s Morning Service, 9.30 am 
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Send an email to janet_ascension@yahoo.co.uk to receive an 

invitation and the order of service. 
 

• St Luke’s Morning Service, 10.30 am 

Send an email to pipking@btinternet.com to receive an 

invitation 
    

MONDAYSMONDAYSMONDAYSMONDAYS – Compline, 6 pm 

A service of Night Prayer. Common Worship. Send an email to 

pipking@btinternet.com to receive an invitation. 
 

WEDNESDAYWEDNESDAYWEDNESDAYWEDNESDAYS – Morning Prayer, Book of Common Prayer. 10 am 

Send an email to pipking@btinternet.com to receive an 

invitation. 
 

    
    

FOR CHILDRENFOR CHILDRENFOR CHILDRENFOR CHILDREN    
Faith at Home is a national campaign by 

the Church of England, to support    the faith 

development and pastoral care of children 

and young people.    
 

Why the home? Home is both a place and feeling. It is where we 

eat, where we sleep, where we find ourselves at the start and 

end of our day. Home is where we can feel the strongest sense 

of belonging, where we can feel connected to ‘our people’, 

where we can feel part of ‘our tribe’. It can also be a place of 

doubt, questions, loneliness and fear. While talking about being 

the vine, Jesus invites us to be at home in him, as he is at home 

in us (John 15:1-4). We are invited to imagine that we are 

sharing our everyday lives with each other and with God, 

intertwined by love as a community of growing faith. 
 

There is a series of weekly YouTube videos for children of all 

ages and for parents and families : 

https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/faith-

home/faith-home-videos     
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IF YOU DON’T HAVE THE INTERNETIF YOU DON’T HAVE THE INTERNETIF YOU DON’T HAVE THE INTERNETIF YOU DON’T HAVE THE INTERNET    
    

FREE HYMNS & PRAYERS ON YOUR TELEPHONEFREE HYMNS & PRAYERS ON YOUR TELEPHONEFREE HYMNS & PRAYERS ON YOUR TELEPHONEFREE HYMNS & PRAYERS ON YOUR TELEPHONE    

This is an excellent national initiative for 

those who are especially isolated:  

A free national phoneline Daily HOPE Daily HOPE Daily HOPE Daily HOPE will 

be available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 0800 804 0800 804 0800 804 

8044804480448044   Callers will hear a special greeting 

from the Archbishop of Canterbury 

before being able to choose from a range of options, including 

Prayer during the Day and Night Prayer updated daily from 

Common Worship, and a recording of the Church of England’s 

weekly national online service. An option called Hymn LineHymn LineHymn LineHymn Line will 

also offer callers a small selection of hymns, updated daily.  

    

WORSHIP RESOURCES FOR EVERYONEWORSHIP RESOURCES FOR EVERYONEWORSHIP RESOURCES FOR EVERYONEWORSHIP RESOURCES FOR EVERYONE    

We have been sending out liturgical resources each Sunday for 

people to use at home. If you would like a printed copy of any 

prayers, hymns or services please ring Philipa (07967 196560) 
 

As a ministry team we are undertaking to telephone those who 

would like to say the service with someone else and share the 

liturgy with them. If you would like one of us to share the 

service with you or know of someone else who doesn’t have 

technology who might appreciate it, then please let Philipa know 

– ring 07967 196560.  Equally, contact her if you feel able to 

take the lead role in sharing. 

 

 

 

NOTICESNOTICESNOTICESNOTICES    
    

• Boost parish funds when you shop onlineBoost parish funds when you shop onlineBoost parish funds when you shop onlineBoost parish funds when you shop online    

The Parish of the Ascension has been a 

registered charity for one year, and has 

joined the Give as You Live scheme.  This 
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means that anyone can now donate to the Ascension Parish 

funds, at no extra cost to themselves, whenever they are 

shopping online. Don't forget to click on the Give as You Live 

icon on your browser when starting to shop and select the 

Parish of the Ascension.    Our registered charity name is long - 

The PCC Of The Ecclesiastical Benefice Of The Ascension, 

Cambridge (St. Giles with St. Peter, St. Luke And St. Augustine) - 

so here is a shortcut to sign up: 

https://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/ascensionparishcambridge 
 

• It would be good to hear news about people, and of what you 

are doing for and in your communities practically and creatively. 

We will try to reflect this in the next magazine. 

Send your news via email to: office@churchatcastle.org or post 

to Janet Bunker, 95 Richmond Road, Cambridge, CB4 3PS  
 

• If you would like to have the Ascension News delivered to 

someone electronically or as a print copy, please send the 

details to office@churchatcastle.org or phone 01223 223774 
    

    

WHO’S WHO IN THE PARISH OF THE ASCENSION, CAMBRIDGEWHO’S WHO IN THE PARISH OF THE ASCENSION, CAMBRIDGEWHO’S WHO IN THE PARISH OF THE ASCENSION, CAMBRIDGEWHO’S WHO IN THE PARISH OF THE ASCENSION, CAMBRIDGE 

MINISTRY TEAM AND CHURCH COUNCILLORS MINISTRY TEAM AND CHURCH COUNCILLORS MINISTRY TEAM AND CHURCH COUNCILLORS MINISTRY TEAM AND CHURCH COUNCILLORS 2020 2020 2020 2020 ---- 2021 2021 2021 2021    

(post APCM 2020)(post APCM 2020)(post APCM 2020)(post APCM 2020)    

Contact details are on our website or may be supplied via the 

Parish Office. 
    

Ministry Team exMinistry Team exMinistry Team exMinistry Team ex----officio on PCCofficio on PCCofficio on PCCofficio on PCC 

Team RectorTeam RectorTeam RectorTeam Rector  Philipa King 

Team VicarTeam VicarTeam VicarTeam Vicar  Janet Bunker 

URC MinisterURC MinisterURC MinisterURC Minister  Charles Mather 

Assistant PriestAssistant PriestAssistant PriestAssistant Priest Ank Rigelsford 

Assistant PriestAssistant PriestAssistant PriestAssistant Priest Tom Ambrose 

Retired Priest Retired Priest Retired Priest Retired Priest             Owen Spencer Thomas 

LicenseLicenseLicenseLicensed Lay Ministersd Lay Ministersd Lay Ministersd Lay Ministers  Margaret Cooper, Marie Lucchetta-

Redmond, Sylvia Pick (Emeritus) 

Authorised Lay Minister for childrenAuthorised Lay Minister for childrenAuthorised Lay Minister for childrenAuthorised Lay Minister for children Gill Ambrose 

Authorised Lay Pastoral MinisterAuthorised Lay Pastoral MinisterAuthorised Lay Pastoral MinisterAuthorised Lay Pastoral Minister Sue Mudie 
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Churchwardens Churchwardens Churchwardens Churchwardens exexexex----officio on PCCofficio on PCCofficio on PCCofficio on PCC (elected annually) 
 

St Augustine’s St Augustine’s St Augustine’s St Augustine’s     Mark Wills 

StStStSt Giles’ Giles’ Giles’ Giles’   Richard Catchpole 

SSSSTTTT Luke’s Luke’s Luke’s Luke’s   Paul Gibbs 

 

Deanery Synod representativesDeanery Synod representativesDeanery Synod representativesDeanery Synod representatives 2017 2017 2017 2017––––2020202020202020 ex officio on PCC 
 

St Augustine’sSt Augustine’sSt Augustine’sSt Augustine’s  vacant 

St Giles’ St Giles’ St Giles’ St Giles’         vacant 

St Luke’s St Luke’s St Luke’s St Luke’s         Jane Holmes 

    

Parochial Church CouncilParochial Church CouncilParochial Church CouncilParochial Church Council – all members of the PCC are ex-

officio members of the appropriate DCC 
 

St Augustine’sSt Augustine’sSt Augustine’sSt Augustine’s  2018 2018 2018 2018 –––– 2021 2021 2021 2021 Patricia McGuire * 

            2019 2019 2019 2019 –––– 2022 2022 2022 2022 vacancy 

            2020 2020 2020 2020 –––– 2023 2023 2023 2023 Antony Rix 

St Giles’St Giles’St Giles’St Giles’   2020 2020 2020 2020 –––– 2023  2023  2023  2023 vacancy 

St Luke’sSt Luke’sSt Luke’sSt Luke’s   2018 2018 2018 2018 –––– 2021 2021 2021 2021 Judith Crowe 

            2019 2019 2019 2019 –––– 2022 2022 2022 2022 Frances Klein 

            2020 2020 2020 2020 –––– 2023 2023 2023 2023 Gill Ambrose * 

 

District ChuDistrict ChuDistrict ChuDistrict Church Councilsrch Councilsrch Councilsrch Councils 
 

St Augustine’s St Augustine’s St Augustine’s St Augustine’s     2018 2018 2018 2018 –––– 2021 2021 2021 2021 vacancy 

            2019 2019 2019 2019 –––– 2022  2022  2022  2022 vacancy     

            2020 2020 2020 2020 –––– 2023 2023 2023 2023 vacancy 

            2020 2020 2020 2020 –––– 2023 2023 2023 2023 Philip Mead     

St Giles’ St Giles’ St Giles’ St Giles’         2018 2018 2018 2018 –––– 2021 2021 2021 2021 Stella Cross * 

            2019 2019 2019 2019 –––– 2022  2022  2022  2022 Helen Kinsey 

            2020 2020 2020 2020 –––– 2023 2023 2023 2023 Valerie Anderson 

            2020 2020 2020 2020 –––– 2023 2023 2023 2023 Arthur Hibble 
 

* not eligible for re-election when current term ends in the year 

indicated 
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St Luke’s Ecumenical Church Council as at Annual St Luke’s Ecumenical Church Council as at Annual St Luke’s Ecumenical Church Council as at Annual St Luke’s Ecumenical Church Council as at Annual 

Congregational Meeting Congregational Meeting Congregational Meeting Congregational Meeting on 15on 15on 15on 15thththth    MarchMarchMarchMarch, 2020, 2020, 2020, 2020:::: 
 

Gill Ambrose, May Block, Margaret Cooper, Judith Crowe, Paul 

Custerson, Isobel Fox, Paul Gibbs, Jane Holmes, Joan Jeans, 

Heather Richardson, Ken Smith, Marie Thompson, and Frances 

Klein 
 

St Luke’s Joint Council as at Annual Congregational Meeting St Luke’s Joint Council as at Annual Congregational Meeting St Luke’s Joint Council as at Annual Congregational Meeting St Luke’s Joint Council as at Annual Congregational Meeting     

on 15on 15on 15on 15thththth March March March March, 2020:, 2020:, 2020:, 2020: 
 

May Block, Margaret Cooper, Judith Crowe, Paul Custerson, Paul 

Gibbs, Alistair McHarg, Frances Klein, Ken Smith. 

    
    

ONLINEONLINEONLINEONLINE    
    

ChurchatCastle:ChurchatCastle:ChurchatCastle:ChurchatCastle:    www.churchatcastle.org, , , ,     

            TwitterTwitterTwitterTwitter    @churchatcastle        

St. Augustine'sSt. Augustine'sSt. Augustine'sSt. Augustine's::::    https://stas.org.uk,   

                         TwitterTwitterTwitterTwitter  @@@@stascambridge  

St. GileSt. GileSt. GileSt. Giles's's's':  https://www.facebook.com/saintgileschurch 

The Friends of St. Giles' Church:The Friends of St. Giles' Church:The Friends of St. Giles' Church:The Friends of St. Giles' Church:  https://www.fosgc.org 

    

GENERAL ENQUIRIESGENERAL ENQUIRIESGENERAL ENQUIRIESGENERAL ENQUIRIES 
 

Ascension Parish Office Parish AdmAscension Parish Office Parish AdmAscension Parish Office Parish AdmAscension Parish Office Parish Administratorinistratorinistratorinistrator: Sheila Rozeik 

Email: office@churchatcastle.org, officeatcastle@btinternet.com 

Post: St. Giles’ Church, Castle Street, Cambridge, CB3 0AQ  

Telephone: 01223 315000, 01223 223774    

Please notePlease notePlease notePlease note::::             

Sheila is running the Parish Office from home, but her core 

working hours are Mondays to Fridays between 9am and 1pmMondays to Fridays between 9am and 1pmMondays to Fridays between 9am and 1pmMondays to Fridays between 9am and 1pm. 

Please bear this in mind and avoid contacting her unnecessarily 

outside these times.            
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Excellent domestic 

cleaners available  

NOW! 
 

Experienced with references  
 

Typically £12.50 per hour 
 

Call Jo on 01223 258921 
 

Email: 

cambridge@timeforyou.co.uk 
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SERVICES IN DECEMBERSERVICES IN DECEMBERSERVICES IN DECEMBERSERVICES IN DECEMBER    
 

 

DateDateDateDate St Giles’St Giles’St Giles’St Giles’ 

9 am9 am9 am9 am 

St Augustine’sSt Augustine’sSt Augustine’sSt Augustine’s 

9999.30 am.30 am.30 am.30 am 

St Luke’sSt Luke’sSt Luke’sSt Luke’s 

10.30 am10.30 am10.30 am10.30 am 

    

6 December6 December6 December6 December 

2222ndndndnd of Advent of Advent of Advent of Advent 

 Eucharist 

In person & 

ZOOM 

Eucharist 

In person & 

ZOOM 

All Age ZOOM 

only 

 

13 December13 December13 December13 December 

3333rdrdrdrd of Advent of Advent of Advent of Advent 

Eucharist 

In person & 

ZOOM 

ZOOM 

only 

Communion  

in person & 

ZOOM 

Advent Carols 

St Giles’ 

3.30pm 

16 D16 D16 D16 Decemberecemberecemberecember       Carol Service 

St Giles’ 7pm 

20 December20 December20 December20 December 

4444thththth of Advent of Advent of Advent of Advent 

Eucharist 

In person & 

ZOOM 

Eucharist 

In person & 

ZOOM 

Communion  

in person & 

ZOOM 

Iona Service 

on ZOOM 

7pm 

24 December24 December24 December24 December    

Christmas EveChristmas EveChristmas EveChristmas Eve    

Crib Service in St Giles’ garden 

4.00 pm 

25 December25 December25 December25 December    

ChChChChristmas Dayristmas Dayristmas Dayristmas Day 

Eucharist 

In person & 

ZOOM 

Eucharist 

In person & 

ZOOM 

Communion  

in person & 

ZOOM 

 

27 December27 December27 December27 December    

1111stststst of  of  of  of 

ChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmas 

United ZOOM service for all in ChurchatCastle 

10.30 am 

 

Please be aware that this plan is provisional and might be subject to 

change if Covid restrictions change in Cambridge.  

If you wish to attend one of these services in person, please contact please contact please contact please contact 

Sheila Rozeik by phone or email beforehand to register.Sheila Rozeik by phone or email beforehand to register.Sheila Rozeik by phone or email beforehand to register.Sheila Rozeik by phone or email beforehand to register. 


