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The Parish of the Ascension  
The Parish of the Ascension is a single benefice comprising four church buildings around 
Castle Hill and beyond (north of the river, as far as Gilbert Road, West Road, Histon Road 
and Madingley Road, beyond the M11). They form a family of community-serving churches. 

Resident numbers are increasing rapidly on the University's new Eddington site which now 
has a new community centre, supermarket and over 800 residents. Construction work on 
the Darwin Green housing development's infrastructure has started with new residents 
expected to move onto the site in the summer of 2019. 

St Augustine's was built in 1898 as a multi-purpose building; a primary school and social 
space during the week and a church on Sundays. It continues to be very much at the heart 
of its community as it celebrated the 120th anniversary of its founding and consecration in 
May 2018. 

St Giles' parish dates back to 1092. Open daily, the church is a quiet city            centre space 
for prayer and meditation. At other times it welcomes people for the musical events, 
concerts, conferences, celebrations, commemorations and children's holiday clubs that take 
place.  The garden is variously used for lively fun days, garden parties and picnics. 

St Luke's Church is a local ecumenical partnership between the United Reformed Church 
and the Church of England. The halls and church rooms, called St Luke's Church Centre, are 
a venue for a wide variety of groups and activities. 

St Peter's Church is located just across the road from St Giles' Church. Christians have been 
worshipping here for well over a thousand years. Care of the church is shared with The 
Churches Conservation Trust. The building is open as a place of prayer and is sometimes 
used for exhibitions. Throughout the year special festivals are celebrated at St. Peter's, and 
it is a quiet, sacred space for all to use. 
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ChurchatCastle - an Ecumenical Group 

Together with the United Reformed Church at St Luke's, Castle Street Methodist Church and 
the Romanian Orthodox congregation of St John the Evangelist, who worship in St Giles' 
Church, the churches offer an ecumenical witness in this northern area of the City of 
Cambridge. The umbrella name of 'ChurchatCastle' is used to describe the ecumenical 
character and activities of the churches and is reflected in the web-site, 
www.churchatcastle.org 
 
Social profile 
The social profile of the parish's population is as diverse as the city of which it forms a part. 
The Centre for Cities report 'Cities Outlook 2018' reported Cambridge as being the least 
equal city in England and Wales. The evolving new housing developments in the parish will 
see many international students, scholars and their families coming to live in the University 
of Cambridge's Eddington development with an equally diverse population moving into 
Darwin Green with its 40% affordable housing. Experience from new housing developments 
in the south of the city i.e. Trumpington shows an increase in social issues and needs when 
new residents arrive ('Mapping Poverty 2017' Cambridge City Council). 
 
Representation 
Parochial Church Council Terms of Reference 

The PCC is the legally constituted body for the area with ultimate responsibility for all the 
activities of the churches in the parish. It may delegate some of its responsibilities to the 
Ecumenical Church Council (ECC) for St Luke's and District Church Councils (DCCs) for St 
Giles' and St Augustine's as it sees fit. 

The Parish of the Ascension is committed to safeguarding in all its churches those who 
attend the worship and other activities that we offer. Safeguarding promotes the welfare of 
children and vulnerable adults and includes all actions to protect them from harm.            
The Revd Ank Rigelsford is our parish Safeguarding Officer (01223 368 150).  

• The Parish of the Ascension follows recommended safeguarding practice in 
recruiting, training and supporting our ordained and lay ministers, our employees and 
our volunteers. 

• We follow the House of Bishops’ Policy statement, ‘Promoting a safer church‘ (2017) 
and guidelines from the Diocese of Ely. 

The PCC assumes particular responsibility for the Parish's contractual obligations in respect 
of the Parish Room and the Burial Ground, and in respect of the Parish Administrator and 
any other person that may be employed by or contracted to it. It will as a result draw up and 
agree a budget annually reflecting these responsibilities. It will also determine the level of 
financial support provided to the different churches in respect of their responsibilities for 
meeting some of the central administrative costs and parish share. The PCC will act as the 
final authority in respect of any dispute between the churches in the Parish, whether these 
are of a financial or other nature and in so far as it is within their jurisdiction. 

Members of the PCC will be elected annually by members listed on the Electoral Roll.  

 



 

St Luke's Ecumenical Church Council (ECC)   

St Luke's Ecumenical Church Council (ECC) is a partnership between the United Reformed 
Church and the Church of England. Authority is delegated to this body within a sharing 
agreement between the PCC of the Parish of the Ascension and the congregational meeting 
of the United Reformed Church in all matters pertaining to the management of St Luke's 
Church. The ECC meets bi-monthly on fourth Tuesdays of the month, except in August. 
Anyone in the congregation may ask for an item to be put on the agenda. Membership of 
the ECC consists of twelve lay members who are each elected for a period of three years, 
the URC minister and the Rector.  
Congregational Meetings take place every other month after the morning service; they are 
the forum for debate and open to everyone in the congregation (although only those on the 
Common Roll may vote).  
The Annual General Meeting takes place in March/April, when reports from the various 
organisations and activities are presented and elections are held.  

 

Electoral Roll 
In accordance with the Church Representation Rules ('CRR'), an updated roll has been 
prepared in advance of the annual parochial church meeting. In October 2020 the new 
electoral roll had 145 members. Since then, sadly we have lost one member who has died, 
and a further eight former members have moved away or worship elsewhere. We have 
gained two new members, so the new roll has 138 members. I am grateful to Caroline 
Wilson, Frances Klein and Ank Rigelsford for their assistance with updating the roll. 

Sheila Rozeik, Electoral Roll Officer 
April 2021 

 

 

Elected members of the Parochial Church Council (post APCM 2020) 

Churchwardens ex-officio on PCC (elected annually) 

St Augustine’s  Mark Wills    

St Giles’  Richard Catchpole 

S Luke’s  Paul Gibbs 
 

Deanery Synod representatives 2017 - 2020 ex officio on PCC 

St Augustine’s  vacant 

St Giles’   vacant 

St Luke’s   Jane Holmes 

 

 



    PAGE 5   

Parochial Church Council  
St Augustine’s   

2018-2021 Patricia McGuire * 

2019-2022 vacancy 

2020-2021 Antony Rix 

St Giles’   

2018-2021 Clare Walker Gore (resigned November 2020) 

2019-2022 George Owers (resigned November 2020) 

2020-2023 vacancy 

St Luke’s   

2018-2021 Judith Crowe  

2019-2022 Frances Klein 

2020-2023 Gill Ambrose* 

        

District Church Councils 
 
St Augustine’s  
 
2018-2021 vacancy 
 

2019-2022 vacancy 
 

2020-2023 Philip Mead 
 
St Giles’  

2018-2021 Stella Cross * 

2019-2022 Helen Kinsey 

2020-2023 Valerie Anderson 

2020-2023 Arthur Hibble 

* not eligible for re-election when current term ends 
 
Ecumenical Church Council 
 
St Luke’s Ecumenical Church Council as at Annual Congregational Meeting  
21st March 2021: 
 
Gill Ambrose, May Block, Margaret Cooper, Judith Crowe, Isobel Fox, Paul Gibbs, Lib Hallam, 
Jane Holmes, Joan Jeans, Sue Mudie, Heather Richardson, Ken Smith, and Frances Klein 
 



 

St Luke’s Joint Council as at Annual Congregational Meeting 21st March 2021: 

May Block, Margaret Cooper, Judith Crowe, Paul Custerson, Paul Gibbs, Frances Klein, Alison 
Taylor and a vacancy 
 

Ministry team (ex officio on the PCC) 

Team Rector      Philipa King 

Team Vicar      Janet Bunker 

URC Minister      Charles Mather 

Assistant Priest     Ank Rigelsford 

Assistant Priest     Tom Ambrose 

Retired Priest      Owen Spencer Thomas 

Licensed Lay Ministers    Margaret Cooper 
      Marie Lucchetta-Redmond 
Authorised Lay Minister for children  Gill Ambrose 

Authorised Lay Pastoral Minister   Sue Mudie 

LLM Emerita     Sylvia Pick 

 

Administrative information 

Parish of the Ascension, St. Giles’ Church, Castle Street, Cambridge, CB3 0AQ 

Official correspondence to the Parish Administrator’s Office at the above address. 

Bankers:  
Co-operative Bank 

Legal advisers: 
Diocesan Registrar; Barr Ellison, 39 Parkside, Cambridge, CB1 1PN 

Independent Examiner:  

Stephen Wilson, Waller Wilson & Co., The Forge Cottage, 2 High Street, Mildenhall, Bury St 
Edmunds, IP28 7EJ 

Architect:  

Nigel Walter, Archangel Architects, 3 Doctor’s Close, Impington, Cambridge CB24 9ND 

Book-keeper: Laetitia Smith 

Parish Administrator: Sheila Rozeik 



    PAGE 7   

REPORTS 
  

North Cambridge Deanery Report 2020-21 
 

Since the last Annual Report the Deanery Synod has met once via Zoom on December 3rd.  
At that meeting, Arvan Pritchard was elected Lay Chair:  Stephen Walley was elected 
Secretary and Nick Moir was elected Treasurer. The Rural Dean, Adrian Daffern expressed 
thanks to Nick Moir and David Maher, his predecessors as Rural Dean. He told us there are 
three important things facing the Synod in 2021. These were (i) Deanery planning which will 
have to take into account several new large estates being built around Cambridge and have 
a city-wide vision which raises the problem of there being two Cambridge deaneries. (ii) 
Deanery Synod members will be electors of a new General Synod. (iii) The Deanery will 
need to consider the report ‘Living in Love and Faith’. 
 
As Adrian Daffern is currently on sick leave, it has been decided that the next Synod will 
meet sometime in the Summer of 2021 on a date yet to be decided. 
 

 
Report from the PCC 

The PCC has met twice on Zoom since the 2020 Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 8th 
October 2020, on 26th November 2020 and 16th March 2021. Three items of PCC business 
have also been conducted by email. These items were i) about a Parish Buying account and 
the best way to enable giving via the parish’s website, ii) a new tenant for the Parish Room, 
Wilson Parker Ltd and iii) grant applications from St Giles’. Much of what the PCC discussed 
is outlined in the following churchwardens’ reports. 

 

Churchwardens' Reports 

St Augustine's 
The quinquennial inspection was conducted at St Augustine’s on 16th March by Nigel Walter 
from Archangel, who had been involved in the building’s improvements a few years ago and 
was interested to see how the improvements had worked out in daily use. Overall 
observations were positive and it was felt that, with a few minor exceptions, the building 
had worked well for its congregation and users. He advised that the complex roof would not 

need wholesale replacement, as piecemeal repair and 
maintenance would suffice for the medium term.  
 
Like the other churches, Covid restrictions and lockdown 
have meant none of the usual groups could meet in the 
church building and the carol service was cancelled. 
However Phil Mead played carols on a portable keyboard 
in the glass porch to a suitably distanced appreciative 
group standing in Richmond Road on Christmas Eve.  
Sunday services have continued using Zoom and in-
person/Zoom (hybrid) when possible. The congregation 
has adapted well to the new technology and welcomed 
some new members. 



 

St Giles' 
The Christmas Tree Festival was held mostly outdoors and was much appreciated by those 
who passed by the churchyard. 
 
Both Anglican and Orthodox Sunday services were Zoomed from St Giles' to their 
congregations at home enabling participation by others shielding or far away. 
St. Giles has not opened to the public since Christmas, but St Peter's has continued opening 
for the CCT daily, 10:00-16:00. The outdoor benches have been renewed with PEACE, LOVE 
and HOPE carved on them to the delight of local social media. Improvements at and inside 
the Castle Street entrance, funded by the Friends of Saint Giles’ Church (FOSGC), were 
completed and accepted by the local planning authority. 
 
Work on the Victorian windows most urgently in need of repair has begun thanks to 
£20.000 secured from the Heritage Lottery by the Friends of St Giles’ Church (FOSGC), 
enhanced by their own funds and £3,000 from the Cambridgeshire Historic Churches Trust 
(CHCT). FOSGC is taking up membership of CHCT. The first windows chosen for repair are the 
leaking rose window in the Lady Chapel, a failing clerestory window and the tall windows to 
the north and south of the high altar. The principal contractor and masons are Fairhaven, 
the glazier AuraVisions and the scaffolder Cambridge Scaffolding. It is hoped that the work 
will be complete by September, perhaps earlier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
St Luke's (United Reformed and Anglican Local Ecumenical Partnership, LEP)  
The church was decorated for Christmas with a fine tree, colourful flower displays, and the 
Crib which looked particularly good as the figures and stable were repainted by Margaret 
Cooper during the first lockdown.  
 
No community activities have been possible in the building but Smiths Nursery has 
continued to operate throughout the pandemic (with children of key workers), as well as 
Cambridgeshire Older People’s Enterprise (COPE) which runs a programme called Talking 
Together, telephone based discussion groups particularly appreciated by those spending 
much time alone and publishes a widely distributed, bi-monthly informative Newsletter. 
There has been some necessary maintenance, in particular cleaning the gutters and gullies, 
and a specific high gutter between the belfry and the upper roof which required scaffolding. 
Water from this area had been running into the Wray Hall (Smiths Nursery) in very wet 
weather in 2020. The boilers, once again, disturbed the neighbourhood in particularly cold 
weather by making very loud, penetrating siren noises during the night. Much time and 
effort has been put in to diagnosing the problem, the boilers were comprehensively 
overhauled, many parts replaced and the timings adjusted.  
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Work has proceeded at pace on the renovation of the Old School House. The building has 
been re-slated, the walls insulated, floor levelled and sustainable electric heating, a new 
staircase, tea-station, new lighting, fire safety precautions and a fully equipped Disabled WC 
installed. A fenced patio area outside is an added feature which separates the building from 
the West Garden used predominantly by Smiths Nursery. Finally a series of cycle hoops on 
paving have been installed along the north range of the church building. Decorated both 
inside and out, the building is now very welcoming. The ECC has set up two groups, one to 
write a business plan for its use and the second to research the possibilities of new tenants 
to honour the terms of Belinda Parham’s Bequest to make the building available for 
Community Use. There are two small offices on the Upper Floor which could be let 
commercially to help finance running and maintenance costs. We welcome ideas of 
community groups who might like to make use of the facilities as well as people who might 
be interested in the two small offices. 
 
We have been able to hold services in church and on Zoom (hybrid) on Sundays. We are 
grateful to all who so diligently prepare and lead these services. It is a reminder that we are 
all one family, even if we cannot physically meet.  
 

Our challenges 

This report is being written at, hopefully, the beginning of the end of the Covid-19 
pandemic. As stated in the November 2020 Annual Report, the effects of the pandemic on 
the parish’s finances and activities will be long-lasting and unpredictable. All parishes and 
deaneries across the diocese will be faced with increased demands and fewer resources, 
human and financial. 
 
However some of the same challenges remain, in that Castle ward and the NW quarter of 
Cambridge is set to be one of the most rapidly growing parts of the city and most populated 
ward by 2026. The timing and pace of this expansion however depends on many factors not 
least on how the City and the Universities recover and adapt after Covid and Brexit.   
 
In this time of great anxiety, isolation and fear we have found a firm foundation for hope 
and faith in the Lord, the rock of our salvation. We have rediscovered the importance of 
being part of a church congregation (even if virtually at times) and in service to our 
communities.  We have followed more closely Jesus’ command that ‘you shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.’ The second is this, You shall love your neighbour as yourself. There is no other 
commandment greater than these.’                                          
Mark 12:30-31  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our churches represent a faithful, lasting presence and an embodied future 
hope in a time and place of transience and instability.  

The Church needs to understand and interpret the world to which it is called 
and in which it lives; adapting yet also resisting.  

Never losing hope that its future is held in the sovereign power of God.  

‘Always be ready to make your defence to anyone who demands from you an 
account of the hope that is in you.’ (1 Peter 3: 15) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Copies of this report are available online at http://www.churchatcastle.org/news 


