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A blessing for chaotic times, recently shared at Parish compline by
Abigail (one of our ordinands), by Joseph Grant

Amid all the disaster and distress that wheels around and swirls
within us in chaotic times, there are also always marvels to behold.
Let neither fear, not preoccupation keep you from being touched
by wonderfully wounded life.

May you find a way in every day, to share your great-fullness for all
that touches your eyes. May you refuse to be crushed but rather,
look lovingly upon all with tear-washed eyes,
trained on woundedness, straining for wonder.

As you savour the sweet brevity of your days,
may passion puncture you, letting out joy,
till warmly you are welcomed;
a sight for sore eyes
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES
A GLANCE BACK TO DECEMBER 2021
Carols were sung in St Luke’s car park, on tour from St Augustine’s
to Eddington Market Square and there was no shortage of
refreshments at St Giles!
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World
Day
of
Prayer
Service
https://www.wwdp.org.uk/
The World Day of Prayer annual service
will take place this year at St. Laurence’s
Church in Milton Road on Friday 4th
March at 2pm. The service has been
written by the Christian Women of
England, Wales and Northern Ireland.
The theme is ‘I Know the Plans I Have for
You’ based on God’s promise found in the book of
Jeremiah chapter 29: 1-14. Reflecting on the changes which have
taken place in our country over the last few years including the
pandemic, it is clear that neither this country not the world in general
will ever be the same again. In the challenges and joys we face we
are assured we do not face them alone.
We expect that the service will take place in person and hope that
you will join the North Cambridge churches in its celebration. More
information will be given later.

Frances Klein

CHRISTIAN AID ONLINE CONFERENCE
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/events/changemakers-conference-programme
In preparation for Christian Aid Week 2022 which runs from Sunday
15th May to Saturday 21st May, Christian Aid is holding a
Changemakers’ Conference (daily short sessions) on Zoom from 21st
February to 25th February, which supporters can drop into to learn
and share ideas for supporting. There will also be an on-line service
on Sunday 20th February at 6.30pm at which the new Chair of
Trustees, the former Archbishop of York, John Sentamu will be
preaching.
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Locally Christian Aid Week will start with a special united service at
All Saints, Cottenham on Sunday 15th May, (time to be confirmed).
The focus will be on the plight of drought which numerous countries
around the world face. We, in the Ascension area, hope to use the
Deliver Only system of Envelopes as we did last year, rather than
visiting every house. Help will be needed with delivering the
envelopes for the collection. If anyone is willing to allow their
address to be used as a drop-off location for filled envelopes, that
would be most helpful. We hope to be able to hold a variety of fundraising events and collections, so please think what our
congregations can do to take part and raise money for the very
valuable work which Christian Aid does in many countries in the
world and let me have your ideas and offers of help.

Frances Klein

ST AUGUSTINE’S NEWS
On the 21st January The
Telegraph newspaper carried
an article that read – “It’s

completely unexpected!” says
Isabella Mead, 38, the winner
of this year’s Telegraph poetry
competition.
Her
poem
“Balloon” … has seen off
hundreds of other entrants all
writing about “Family”, the
theme
for
this
year’s
contest....”
We hope to be able to share
Isy’s poem next month. In the
meantime you can find it on
the link below
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/what-to-read/telegraphpoetry-competition-2022-juliet-stevenson-reads-winning/
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ST GILES’ NEWS
Knitted Nativity Sets
A group of keen St Giles Knitters under the expert guidance of Janice
Papworth are already planning for Christmas 2022! You can order
from them a unique Knitted Nativity Set for yourself or as a present.
£30...Small, £50…Large. Please contact Janice with questions and

orders. Janice Papworth: C358230, papworth.r@sky.com
LARGE NATIVITY

SMALL NATIVITY

Larg

Sea of Tents
CamCRAG will once again
erect a sea of tents in the
grounds of St Giles
Church in the week
before the Big Sleepout,
to highlight the plight of
the
homeless
in
Cambridge and refugees
sleeping
rough
in
northern France. The
tents will stay outside St
Giles until after the Big Sleepout 2022 on Saturday 5th February, when
sponsored volunteers will sleep outside to raise money for CamCRAG
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and Cambridge Street Aid. Read more about the event and how you
can help on page 11 of this magazine, or online at
camcrag.org.uk/sleepout2022 or
https://cambscf.org.uk/cambridge-street-aid.html

T@3 had a very successful start on Wednesday 26th January after a
month’s break. We had a special ‘High Tea‘… sandwiches, scones
and cream, cake and more. There was a free Raffle kindly organised
by Janice with lots of prizes. T@3 will now be weekly every
Wednesday … but just a slice of homemade cake… sorry!

Stella Cross
ST LUKE’S NEWS
St Luke’s Charitable Giving Scheme – January to March 2022
The first quarter’s giving will raise funds for Cambridge City
Foodbank, helping local people in crisis. It is part of a nationwide
network of foodbanks, supported by The Trussell Trust, working to
combat
poverty
and
hunger
across
the
UK.
Frances Klein
https://cambridgecity.foodbank.org.uk/
Knitting for sale
It’s still chilly out there! The knitting group has many items for sale
to raise funds for the Old School community centre: hats, scarves,
children’s jumpers and wellie socks, lovely jackets for babies, and
toys as well. If you are interested in buying anything in the
photographs or mentioned above, contact Judith Crowe directly on
01223 357627 or 07883427807.
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Judith Crowe

Ascension Burial Ground Notables
Historian Professor Mark Goldie of
Churchill College is a supporter of
the Friends of the Parish of the
Ascension Burial Ground and author
of the booklet of academics and
notables that is sold on behalf of
the FPABG. He has put out the
following request through the
Friends group:
“I am in the throes of preparing an
illustrated
book
about
the
Ascension Burial Ground. The first
part describes the Ascension and
the second provides biographical
snapshots of notable people buried
or commemorated there.
In the second part I'm keen not to miss people who had interesting
or unusual lives. They don't have to be famous! It's quite easy to
track down the predictably distinguished, through reference books
and online. But much harder to identify and find out about people
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who don't end up in Who's Who, but whose lives were admirable, or
quirky, or unconventional. If you have a suggestion then do please
get in touch: mag1010@cam.ac.uk”

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY
UPHOLDING CREATION - NEWS & IDEAS
As we all strive to live more lightly on
the earth for the sake of all creation
and future generations, there is a
bewildering amount of advice and
information now coming at us from all
quarters. In this new monthly section
we
will
highlight
actions
and
opportunities in our own churches and
community - please do share your own suggestions, tips and
information too.
This cartoon by the excellent Alex Hallatt ‘does not necessarily reflect the
opinions of this publication’! https://www.alexhallatt.com/

Update on EcoChurch Surveys
Back in September 2021, with the COP26 summit in view and against
the background of increasingly urgent climate crisis reports, our PCC
responded by deciding to join the Christian environmental charity, A
Rocha’s, Eco Church scheme for churches in England and Wales who
want to demonstrate that the gospel is good news for God’s earth.
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The first step towards an Eco Award is to complete a very
comprehensive survey covering all aspects of church life in practice,
including land and buildings, worship and communal life. An online
account was set up where each church can enter their separate
responses, and survey forms were distributed to the individuals who
are best placed to supply the required information. Many thanks for
the data that has already been sent to me, which I have entered. It is
encouraging to see additional comments such as ‘we are planning a
wormery’ and ‘in our plan for 2022’. The Eco Church award is not
just about gaining a certificate. It is also a reality check that
hopefully will ensure that environmental care and awareness is ‘on
the agenda’ for every aspect of our future plans and actions.
Another ‘green step’ the parish took in 2021 was to have the new
Church at Castle website hosted with a 100% green web hosting
company, Krystal Hosting https://krystal.uk/green, which has a
Green Ethos at the heart of all its operations.
• Circular Cambridge website http://circularcambridge.org/ is a
good starting point for news and events in our area, showcasing all
the positive things already happening in Cambridge in recycling,
reuse, sharing, repair, and eco-design and manufacture.
• Thermal Imaging Trainin
Training
ing 4 (online)
th
Wednesday 16 February, 7:00pm – 8:30pm
Thermal imaging vividly reveals where a building is leaking heat and
therefore wasting energy. By using a thermal imaging camera you
can look at your home and find out where the weaknesses are. By
joining this 90 minute online training session you’ll learn from
expert trainers how to use the cameras and how to interpret their
images. After the session, you’ll then be able to make bookings to
borrow one of our cameras to conduct your own surveys. Training
and
loans
are
free,
but
booking
is
essential.

https://cambridgecarbonfootprint.org/
Sheila Rozeik
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SPECIAL SERVICES & EVENTS
CAFÉ@99
Every Monday and Friday,
Friday, 10.45am–
10.45am– 12.15
12.15 pm,
pm, St Augustine’s
This community café in St Augustine’s has re-opened for one and a
half hours on Monday and Friday mornings. All are welcome to drop
in and enjoy freshly brewed Fairtrade coffee, cakes and some friendly
conversation.
TEA @ 3
Every Wednesday, 3pm at St Giles’
With the colder weather we are now setting up
indoors again. All Covid safety regulations will
be observed, and a register of visitors will be
kept. If you would like to come along you will be
made very welcome. A play area will be set out
for parents with small children from 2 to 4 pm.
MEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP
Tuesday 1st February, 8pm.
"In-equality" is this month’s topic of discussion, led by Robin
Turner. All are welcome. If you would like to know more about these
group discussions or the venue of each, please contact Richard
Catchpole on 07736 070907 or by richard@rcatchpole.com.
BREATHING SPACE
Wednesday 2nd February,
February, 5.30 pm at St Luke’s
Breathing Space has started to meet again in
person, on the first Wednesday of the month, to
pray for the parish, our churches and local
communities and individual concerns. Entry to St
Luke’s is by the car park door (please ring the bell
if the door is shut). Breathing Space welcomes new members who
want to feel part of a praying community - we would love to have
YOU with us. Please contact Margaret on 354561 for more
information about the group.
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CAMCRAG WINTER FAIR & BIG SLEEPOUT 2022
Saturday 5th February at St Giles’,
Giles’, 11-5pm & 5pm5pm-8am on Sunday 6th
February
February
Winter Fair: From 1pm at St Giles’ Church, with live music throughout
the afternoon, guest speakers, stalls selling cake, soup, paintings,
prints and ceramics, crafts made by refugees, books and vintage
clothing, and a raffle. The raffle will be drawn at 4pm.
Big Sleepout:
Sleepout
Later that evening over 20 brave volunteers will settle down to sleep
in the church and its grounds, raising money for refugees in Europe
and the local homeless of Cambridge. You can sponsor them at
justgiving.com/campaign/camcragsleepout2022 Find out more,
including how to be a sponsored sleeper or help in other ways,
at camcrag.org.uk/sleepout2022 – or just come along on Saturday 5
February and buy some cake!
Funds raised will be shared by CamCRAG and Cambridge Street Aid.

COMMUNITY SUNDAY LUNCH
Sunday 6th February, 1pm at St Augustine’s
Monthly on the first Sunday
All are welcome to come and share a delicious,
freshly cooked Sunday lunch and friendly
company. If you are planning to attend
please notify Richard Footitt in advance, to
help with planning. Cost of lunch, two courses
including vegetarian options, wine or soft drinks: £5
St Giles Knitti
Knitting
ng Group
Second Tuesday of the month, 10.30am10.30am-12noon, St Giles,
starting 8th February
Experienced or Not ! We have a few projects you can be involved
with, or do your own thing with support and advice.
Just come along or contact us for a chat. Janice Papworth 01223
358230, Stella Cross-s.m.cross68@gmail.com
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FRIENDS OF THE ASCENSION BURIAL GROUND
WORKING PARTY
Saturday 12th February
February,, 10 am to 12 noon.
The Friends meet monthly for a socially-distanced
working party at the Ascension Burial Ground,
where there is much to do. All are welcome to come
and help. You will need sturdy shoes, gardening
gloves and secateurs. Large tools are provided.
Further dates for 2022: 12 March, 9 April, 14 May, 11 June, 9 July,
13 August, 10 September, 8 October, 12 November, 10 December
If you would like to support the work of the Friends, you can obtain
an application form from the Parish Office or online at
https://www.churchatcastle.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/09/FABG-Membership-form_2019-1.pdf
ST LUKE'S KNITTING GROUP
Tuesday 22nd February, 2
2-4 pm at St Luke’s
All are welcome to this monthly group that
meets on the last Tuesday of the month.
Bring friends, what-ever your level of skill,
swap ideas and learn new techniques. Just
come with anything you are working on or
would like to do. Needles and wool will be supplied. For further
details please contact Judith, 01223 357627

CREATIVE TEXTILES WORKSHOP
Saturday 26th February at St Giles’
They are held on fourth Saturdays, with a two-hour morning session.
The space is set up with suitable distancing. Please bring your own
mask. Margaret Waring (Textiles Society and Embroiderers’ Guild) will
lead the workshops. In general all materials for the session will be
provided. Participants will be invited to make a donation (£15) to the
Friends of St. Giles’ Church. Please book in advance as the number of
participants is limited. Email: amwaring8@gmail.com or
office@churchatcastle.org.
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A BLISSFUL HOUR with Cambridge Chamber Music - Masterpieces
that speak of happiness and more!
Saturday 26th February, 6pm at St Augustine’s
Entry free with retiring collection
Programme: Vivaldi - La Follia and La Notte
Karl Jenkins - Palladio
JS Bach - Brandenburg Concerto No 3 1st movement
CPE Bach - Largo from Cello Concerto in A maj.
JS Bach - 5 movements from Flute Suite No 2 in B min.
with Meiko Wakabayash
Wakabayashi
abayash - Violin and Ann Speyer - Flute
Further information from Richard Footitt JR.Footitt@gmail.com

WORSHIP AND PRAYER RESOURCES ONLINE
Church at Castle: Downloadable service and worship resources are
kept up-to-date on our own website at:
https://www.churchatcastle.org/resources/
The Diocese of Ely has Sunday morning resources to share on their
website at: https://www.elydiocese.org/church-in-action/sundaymorning-resources/
Daily Devotions:
Devotions: The United Reformed Church has daily Bible
readings, reflections and Prayers for the season at
https://urc.org.uk/
Sing a Hymn:
Hymn: The Royal School of Church Music has uploading a
whole playlist of hymns on their YouTube channel, for you to sing
along with. It does not cover the whole year but there are plenty of
cracking hymns to enjoy.
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLnvhbQASCJhW_Gz8Fww32Nmy_XuCQmNl
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OUR SERVICES ONLINE ON ZOOM
You are welcome to join all and any of these services. Send an email
to office@churchatcastle.org to receive a Zoom invitation to any of
these services shown below. Resources are on our website https://www.churchatcastle.org/resources/
SUNDAYS
• St Giles’ Morning service, 9 am
• St Augustine’s Morning Service, 9.30 am
• St Luke’s Morning Service, 10.30 am
• Church at Castle United Evening Service, monthly on the 2nd
Sunday, 6.30pm at Castle St Methodist
• Iona Service, monthly on the 3rd Sunday, 7 pm (except in August)
MONDAYS – Compline, 6 pm A service of Night Prayer. Common
Worship.
WEDNESDAYS
WEDNESDAY – Morning Prayer, Book of Common Prayer. 10 am
THURSDAYS – Midweek Eucharist, Common Worship. 10am (online
and also in person).

February Sunday Service Readings

(May be subject to variation. The month’s Readings will be emailed in
advance to all on our circulation list.)
6th February
13th February
20th February
27th February
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Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-end], Psalm 138,
1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Luke 5:1-11
Jeremiah 17:5-10, Psalm 1, 1Corinthians 15:12-20,
Luke 6:17-26
Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-end, Psalm 65, Revelation 4,
Luke 8:22-25
Exodus 34:29-end, Psalm 99,
2 Corinthians 3:12 – 4:2

FOR CHILDREN
Together at Home
produces very childfriendly resources that
children and their
families can share. https://www.tath.co.uk/

IF YOU DON’T HAVE THE INTERNET
FREE HYMNS & PRAYERS ON YOUR TELEPHONE
This is an excellent national initiative for those
who are especially isolated:
A free national phoneline Daily HOPE is
available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044
Callers will hear a special greeting from the Archbishop of
Canterbury before being able to choose from a range of options,
including Prayer during the Day and Night Prayer updated daily from
Common Worship, and a recording of the Church of England’s weekly
national online service. An option called Hymn Line also offers callers
a small selection of hymns, updated daily.
A further option has been added called Sleep Well with Daily Hope this new material can be found on 0800 804 8044 and selecting #.
Through this option, individuals can now receive a relaxing and
accessible guide to getting a good night’s sleep which will improve
their mental, emotional and physical health.
WORSHIP RESOURCES FOR EVERYONE
We can send resources for people to use at home. If you would like a
printed copy of any prayers, hymns or services please ring Sheila
Rozeik on 01223 223774
As a ministry team we can also telephone those who would like to
say the service and share the liturgy with them. If you would like one
of us to share the service with you or know of someone else who
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doesn’t have internet technology who might appreciate it, then
please let Philipa know – ring 07967 196560.

NOTICES
• Boost parish funds when you shop online
The Parish of the Ascension has been a registered
charity for two years, and has joined the Give as
You Live scheme. This means that anyone can
now donate to the Ascension Parish funds, at no extra cost to
themselves, whenever they are shopping online. Don't forget to click
on the Give as You Live icon on your browser when starting to shop
and select the Parish of the Ascension. Our registered charity name is
long - The PCC Of The Ecclesiastical Benefice Of The Ascension,
Cambridge (St. Giles with St. Peter, St. Luke And St. Augustine) - so
here is a shortcut to sign up:
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/ascensionparishcambridge

Did you know, when you sign up to @GiveasyouLive the retailers you
shop with will make a donation to us for every purchase you make?
It's completely free, and the funds help us to keep providing our vital
service. Sign up for us today!
• It is good to hear news about people, and what you are doing for
and in your communities practically and creatively. We will try to
reflect this in the next magazine. Send your news via email to:
office@churchatcastle.org or post it to Janet Bunker, 95 Richmond
Road, Cambridge, CB4 3PS. The deadline for submissions is ten days
before the end of the month, but please send your article as early as
possible.
•
If you would like to have the Ascension News delivered to
yourself or someone else electronically or as a print copy, please
send the details to office@churchatcastle.org or phone 01223
223774

16

WHO’S WHO IN THE PARISH OF THE ASCENSION, CAMBRIDGE
MINISTRY TEAM AND CHURCH COUNCILLORS 2020 - 2021
(post APCM 2021)
2021)
Contact details are on our website or from the Parish Office.
Ministry Team ex
ex-officio on PCC
Team Rector
Philipa King
Team Vicar
Janet Bunker
URC Minister Charles Mather
Assistant Priest Tom Ambrose
Retired Priest Owen Spencer Thomas
Licensed Lay Ministers Margaret Cooper, Sylvia Pick (Emerita)
Authorised Lay Minister for children Gill Ambrose
Authorised Lay Pastoral Minister Sue Mudie
Churchwardens exex-officio on PCC (elected annually)
St Augustine’s Mark Wills, Philip Mead
St Giles’
Richard Catchpole
St Luke’s
Paul Gibbs

St
St
St

Deanery Synod representatives 20202020-2023 ex officio on PCC
Augustine’s vacant
Giles’
vacant
Luke’s
Jane Holmes
Parochial Church Council – all members of the PCC are ex-officio
members of the appropriate DCC

St Augustine’s 2019 – 2022 Patricia McGuire *, Secretary
2020 – 2023 Antony Rix
20212021-2024 vacancy
St Giles’
2019 – 2022 vacancy
2020 – 2023 vacancy
20212021-2024 vacancy
St Luke’s
2019 – 2022 Frances Klein *
2020 – 2023 Gill Ambrose *
20212021-2024 Judith Crowe *
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District Church Councils
St Augustine’s 2019
2020
2020
2021
St Giles’
2019
2020
2020
2021

– 2022 vacancy
– 2023 vacancy
– 2023 vacancy
- 2024 vacancy
– 2022 Helen Kinsey
– 2023 Valerie Anderson
– 2023 Arthur Hibble
– 2024 Margaret Waring

* not eligible for re-election when current term ends in year indicated

St Luke’s Ecumenical Church Council as at Annual Congregational
Meeting on 21st March 2021:
2021:
Gill Ambrose, May Block, Margaret Cooper, Judith Crowe, Isobel Fox,
Paul Gibbs-ex officio (Churchwarden but expires after APGM 2021
with no apparent replacement), Lib Hallam, Jane Holmes, Joan Jeans,
Frances Klein co-opted (Finance Officer), Sue Mudie, Heather
Richardson and Ken Smith.
Meeting
eeting
St Luke’s Joint Council as at Annual Congregational M
st
on 21 March 2021:
2021:
May Block, Margaret Cooper, Judith Crowe, Paul Custerson, Isobel
Fox, Paul Gibbs, Frances Klein, Ken Smith.

ONLINE
ChurchatCastle: www.churchatcastle.org,,
Twitter @churchatcastle
St. Augustine's:
Augustine's: https://stas.org.uk,
Twitter @stascambridge
St. Giles':
Giles' https://www.facebook.com/saintgileschurch
The Friends of St. Giles' Church: https://www.fosgc.org
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GENERAL ENQUIRIES
Ascension Parish Office Parish Administrator
Administrator: Sheila Rozeik
Email: office@churchatcastle.org, officeatcastle@btinternet.com
Post: St. Giles’ Church, Castle Street, Cambridge, CB3 0AQ
Tel: 01223 223774, 01223 315000 (recorded messages only),
Please note: Sheila is running the Parish Office from home, but her
core working hours are Mondays to Fridays between 9am and 1pm.
1pm
Please bear this in mind and avoid contacting her unnecessarily
outside these times.
St. Luke’s Church Centre Centre Supervisor - Heather Taplin,
01223 311136. Email: stlukes_office@yahoo.co.uk
NB: Currently St. Luke’s Office is open from 9.30am to 12.30 pm on
weekdays. If entry or information is needed please email
stlukes_office@yahoo.co.uk. Phone calls on 01223 311136 will be
picked up but there may be a delay in replying.
Matters involving the ministry team should be referred to the Parish
Administrator, as above.
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Excellent domestic
cleaners available

NOW!
Experienced with references
Typically £12.50 per hour
Call Jo on 01223 258921
Email:
cambridge@timeforyou.co.uk
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SERVICES IN FEBRUARY 2022
Day

St Giles’

St Augustine’s

St Luke’s

Other

SUNDAY
6 FEBRUARY
4th Sunday
before Lent

9am
Eucharist
HYBRID

9.30am
10.30am
Communion HYBRID Communion
1.00pm Community
HYBRID
Sunday Lunch

SUNDAY
13 FEBRUARY
3rd Sunday
before Lent

9am
Eucharist
HYBRID

9.30am
Service of the Word
ZOOM

10.30am
Communion
HYBRID

6.30pm
C@C Evening
Service, Castle St
Methodist
In person

SUNDAY
20 FEBRUARY
2nd Sunday
Before Lent

9am
Eucharist
HYBRID

9.30am
10.30am
Communion HYBRID Communion
HYBRID

7pm
IONA Service:
Creation Liturgy
ZOOM

SUNDAY
27 FEBRUARY
Sunday next
before Lent

9am
Eucharist
HYBRID

9.30am
Service of the Word
ZOOM

10.30am
Communion
HYBRID

MIDWEEK SERVICES IN FEBRUARY
Mondays – Compline, 6 pm A service of Night Prayer. Common Worship (online on
Zoom)
Wednesdays – Morning Prayer, Book of Common Prayer. 10 am (online on Zoom)
Thursdays – Midweek Eucharist, Common Worship. 10am (in person).
Thursday 3rd February – Candlemas Readings, Reflections & Prayers, 3pm (online on
Zoom)
NB: This plan is provisional and will be subject to change should one of the
ministers become unavailable.
Mask wearing and adherence to current guidelines is continuing to keep our
churches and you as Covid-safe as possible.
We welcome visitors - please contact the Parish Administrator during working
hours to receive the Zoom link.
Email: office@churchatcastle.org, Tel:01223 223774 (weekdays 9am and 1pm)
Resources for services are available to view and download on the website at
https://www.churchatcastle.org/resources/
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