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The Parish of the Ascension
The Parish of the Ascension is a single benefice comprising four church buildings around
Castle Hill and beyond (north of the river, as far as Gilbert Road, West Road, Histon Road
and Madingley Road, beyond the M11). They form a family of community-serving churches.
Resident numbers are increasing rapidly on the University's new Eddington site which now
has a new community centre, supermarket and over 800 residents. Construction work on
the Darwin Green housing development's infrastructure has started with new residents
expected to move onto the site in the summer of 2019.
St Augustine's was built in 1898 as a multi-purpose building; a primary school and social
space during the week and a church on Sundays. It continues to be very much at the heart
of its community as it celebrated the 120th anniversary of its founding and consecration in
May 2018.
St Giles' parish dates back to 1092. Open daily, the church is a quiet city centre space for
prayer and meditation. At other times it welcomes people for the musical events, concerts,
conferences, celebrations, commemorations and children's holiday clubs that take place.
The garden is variously used for lively fun days, garden parties and picnics.
St Luke's Church is a local ecumenical partnership between the United Reformed Church
and the Church of England. The halls and church rooms, called St Luke's Church Centre, are
a venue for a wide variety of groups and activities.
St Peter's Church is located just across the road from St Giles' Church. Christians have been
worshipping here for well over a thousand years. Care of the church is shared with The
Churches Conservation Trust. The building is open as a place of prayer and is sometimes
used for exhibitions. Throughout the year special festivals are celebrated at St. Peter's, and
it is a quiet, sacred space for all to use.
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ChurchatCastle - an Ecumenical Group

Together with the United Reformed Church at St Luke's, Castle Street Methodist Church and
the Romanian Orthodox congregation of St John the Evangelist, who worship in St Giles'
Church, the churches offer an ecumenical witness in this northern area of the City of
Cambridge. The umbrella name of 'ChurchatCastle' is used to describe the ecumenical
character and activities of the churches and is reflected in the web-site,
www.churchatcastle.org

Social profile

The social profile of the parish's population is as diverse as the city of which it forms a part.
The Centre for Cities report 'Cities Outlook 2018' reported Cambridge as being the least
equal city in England and Wales. The evolving new housing developments in the parish will
see many international students, scholars and their families coming to live in the University
of Cambridge's Eddington development with an equally diverse population moving into
Darwin Green with its 40% affordable housing. Experience from new housing developments
in the south of the city i.e. Trumpington shows an increase in social issues and needs when
new residents arrive ('Mapping Poverty 2017' Cambridge City Council).

Representation

Parochial Church Council Terms of Reference
The PCC is the legally constituted body for the area with ultimate responsibility for all the
activities of the churches in the parish. It may delegate some of its responsibilities to the
Ecumenical Church Council (ECC) for St Luke's and District Church Councils (DCCs) for St
Giles' and St Augustine's as it sees fit.
The Parish of the Ascension is committed to safeguarding in all its churches those who
attend the worship and other activities that we offer. Safeguarding promotes the welfare of
children and vulnerable adults and includes all actions to protect them from harm.
The Revd Ank Rigelsford was our parish Safeguarding Officer until December 2021. The new
Safeguarding Officer is Angela Gibbs.
• The Parish of the Ascension follows recommended safeguarding practice in
recruiting, training and supporting our ordained and lay ministers, our employees and
our volunteers.
• We follow the House of Bishops’ Policy statement, ‘Promoting a safer church‘ (2017)
and guidelines from the Diocese of Ely.
The PCC assumes particular responsibility for the Parish's contractual obligations in respect
of the Parish Room and the Burial Ground, and in respect of the Parish Administrator and
any other person that may be employed by or contracted to it. It will as a result draw up and
agree a budget annually reflecting these responsibilities. It will also determine the level of
financial support provided to the different churches in respect of their responsibilities for
meeting some of the central administrative costs and parish share. The PCC will act as the
final authority in respect of any dispute between the churches in the Parish, whether these
are of a financial or other nature and in so far as it is within their jurisdiction.
Members of the PCC will be elected annually by members listed on the Electoral Roll.
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St Luke's Ecumenical Church Council (ECC)
St Luke's Ecumenical Church Council (ECC) is a partnership between the United Reformed
Church and the Church of England. Authority is delegated to this body within a sharing
agreement between the PCC of the Parish of the Ascension and the congregational meeting
of the United Reformed Church in all matters pertaining to the management of St Luke's
Church. The ECC meets bi-monthly on fourth Tuesdays of the month, except in August.
Anyone in the congregation may ask for an item to be put on the agenda. Membership of
the ECC consists of twelve lay members who are each elected for a period of three years,
the URC minister and the Rector.
Congregational Meetings take place every other month after the morning service; they are
the forum for debate and open to everyone in the congregation (although only those on the
Common Roll may vote).
The Annual General Meeting takes place in March/April, when reports from the various
organisations and activities are presented and elections are held.

Electoral Roll
In accordance with the Church Representation Rules ('CRR'), an updated roll has been
prepared in advance of the annual parochial church meeting. In April 2021 the new
electoral roll had 138 members. Since then, sadly we have lost two members who have
died, and a further fourteen former members have moved away or worship elsewhere. We
have gained two new members, so the new roll has 124 members. I am grateful to Caroline
Wilson, Frances Klein, Richard Catchpole and Valerie Anderson for their assistance with
updating the roll.
Sheila Rozeik, Electoral Roll Officer
May 2022

Elected members of the Parochial Church Council (post APCM 2021)
Churchwardens ex-officio on PCC (elected annually)
St Augustine’s
St Giles’
St Luke’s

Philip Mead, Mark Wills
Richard Catchpole
Paul Gibbs

Deanery Synod representatives 2018 - 2021 ex officio on PCC
St Augustine’s
St Giles’
St Luke’s

vacant
vacant
Jane Holmes
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Parochial Church Council
St Augustine’s
2019-2022 Patricia McGuire *, Secretary
2020-2023 Antony Rix
2021-2024 vacancy
St Giles’
2019-2022 vacancy
2020-2023 vacancy
2021-2024 vacancy
St Luke’s
2019-2022 Frances Klein*
2020-2023 Gill Ambrose*
2021-2024 Judith Crowe*
* not eligible for re-election when current term ends

District Church Councils
St Augustine’s
2019-2022 vacancy
2020-2023 vacancy
2021-2024 vacancy
St Giles’
2019-2022 Helen Kinsey
2020-2023 Valerie Anderson
2020-2023 Arthur Hibble
2021-2024 Margaret Waring

Ecumenical Church Council

St Luke’s Ecumenical Church Council as at Annual Congregational Meeting
27th March 2022:
May Block, Margaret Cooper, Isobel Fox, Angela Gibbs, Paul Gibbs, Lib Hallam, Joan Jeans,
Frances Klein, Sue Mudie, Clare Redfern, Ken Smith, and Doreen Ullinger
St Luke’s Joint Council as at Annual Congregational Meeting 27th March 2022:
May Block, Margaret Cooper*, Judith Crowe*, Paul Custerson, Isobel Fox, Paul Gibbs,
Frances Klein* and Alison Taylor*.
* appointments to be ratified at the APCM on 26th May 2022.
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Ministry team (ex officio on the PCC)
Team Rector

Philipa King

Team Vicar

Janet Bunker

URC Minister

Charles Mather

Assistant Priest

Ank Rigelsford

Assistant Priest

Tom Ambrose

Retired Priest

Owen Spencer Thomas

Licensed Lay Minister

Margaret Cooper

Authorised Lay Minister for children

Gill Ambrose

Authorised Lay Pastoral Minister

Sue Mudie

LLM Emerita

Sylvia Pick

Administrative information
Parish of the Ascension, St. Giles’ Church, Castle Street, Cambridge, CB3 0AQ
Official correspondence to the Parish Administrator’s Office at the above address.
Bankers:
Co-operative Bank
Legal advisers:
Diocesan Registrar; Barr Ellison, 39 Parkside, Cambridge, CB1 1PN
Independent Examiner:
Stephen Wilson, Waller Wilson & Co., The Forge Cottage, 2 High Street, Mildenhall, Bury St
Edmunds, IP28 7EJ
Architect:
Nigel Walter, Archangel Architects, 3 Doctor’s Close, Impington, Cambridge CB24 9ND
Book-keeper: Laetitia Smith
Parish Administrator: Sheila Rozeik
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REPORTS
North Cambridge Deanery Report 2021-22
Deanery Synod Report 2021-22
Deanery Synod met 4 times during the period of this Annual Report. The notes below come
from the minutes of the meetings and represent the main issues discussed.
The Rural Dean, Adrian Daffern has been on long term sick leave and Nick Moir has taken up
Adrian’s role in his absence.
14th September 2021 at St Andrew the Great
Deanery synod planning: Adrian Daffern read out part of a letter recently received from the
Bishop of Ely. The overarching aim of Deanery Synod planning is the imaginative use of
resources. Can we do this as a city when it is split into two deaneries? The parish boundaries
of Cambridge are bizarre. The Bishop of Ely will come in November to meet the clergy of the
city and key lay people. The letter talks about building up, not making cuts. In discussion the
point was made that when the city was just one deanery, the meetings were large and
therefore intimidating. The deanery planning process should involve non-Anglican churches
that operate in the city.
Financial Report (Deanery Treasurer): Nick Moir said the Ministry Share is allocated to each
Deanery. Internal negotiations in deaneries then take place. The basic cost of an incumbent
is about £45k, but on top of that there are extra costs for Diocesan services including
ministry training. The amount requested goes up by a certain percentage each year, taking
account of changes. There is a 2.5% rebate for parishes that pay by direct debit. As our
Deanery does not have a bank account, this 2.5% is deducted in advance rather than
returned as a rebate. This has worked up until this year, as we have a £15k shortfall largely
due to some parishes having lost income during the pandemic. The bottom line is that we
will not get the rebate unless we can find this money. Nick Moir said he will be writing to
church treasurers and incumbents about this matter. We also need to make offers for next
year.
Due to the pandemic, the Diocese of Ely had a deficit of about £950k (there was an 85%
contribution instead of the normal high 90s percent). The budget for 2022 is for a deficit of
about £160k. The stated aim of the Diocesan budget is balance.
Stipends were frozen for 2021, but a 1.5% increase is budgeted for 2022. No limit has yet
been put on numbers for ordination training.
9th November 2021 at Good Shepherd Church
Dr Eeva John gave a presentation and discussion on ‘Living in Love and Faith’
Tuesday 22nd February 2022 at St Andrews, Chesterton
General Synod report: Christopher Townsend made a presentation about the recent meeting
of the General Synod. He said 60% of those attending were new members. Racial justice was
a major theme. There is a need to put our house in order. For example, parliament is more
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diverse than the CofE. There is the aim by 2030 for the CofE to become carbon-neutral. One
way of facilitating this will be the implementation of faculty jurisdiction rule changes to
make it easier to make changes to church buildings to go green and harder to replace an oil
or gas heating system by another one.
Parish Share: Nick Moir said the Deanery has reached the threshold this year for a half
rebate (about £8k). We have the rest of the year to decide how this should be distributed.
For example, should we ask each church to bid for a rebate? Or give each church the same?
Or reward those who paid in full? Or target the rebate to churches that are struggling? The
question was raised as to who will take the decision. Nick Moir said a proposal will come
from the Standing Committee and then be voted on at a Synod meeting later in the year.
Deanery Mission Plan: Nick Moir said he has consulted the Archdeacon about this matter.
Issues to be considered: diversifying the ministry, licensed lay ministry, children and families
ministers (who will need training), youth pastors, sports ministers.
Saturday 19th March 2022 at Christ Church, Newmarket Road
Bishop Dagmar met with Deanery Synod members and wider church membership about
Deanery planning.

Report from the PCC

The PCC met once in person (September 22, 2021) and dealt with business by email (in May
and June 2021 and February and March 2022). The only other matters dealt with in PCC last
year that are not covered by finance, churchwarden reports or Deanery Synod were:







Ank retired at the end of 2021
The PCC appointed a new Parish Safeguarding Officer (Angela Gibbs) and the DBS
Administrator role was taken up by Sheila Rozeik
The PCC voted to make the income from the Graves Trusts available to the Friends
of the Ascension Burial Ground for their activities once a costed annual plan had
been submitted and approved by the PCC
The Eco Church scheme was initiated in all three churches as we start to work
towards being carbon neutral by 2030, which is a Church of England commitment
St Luke's School appointed a new Head

Churchwardens' Reports
St Augustine's

The church underwent a quinquennial inspection on 16th March 2021, carried out by
Archangel Architects. The key issues were the condition of the roof; the condition of the
paving and drainage at the front and side of the church; and the condition of the wood floor
in the cafe area. All these are manageable and there is scope for phasing the work in line
with finances and priorities. Some of the work has been completed e.g. the paving on one
side of the church, the repair of the wood floor and one of the roof gullies relined.
Work to upgrade the projector in the main hall was completed in August and has been
much welcomed by church and community. As national covid regulations were relaxed, the
church has taken its own gradual steps out of the covid restrictions.

7

The monthly Community Lunch Club and the twice weekly Cafe@99 have both restarted
and many of the community groups returned in October. We have also welcomed a number
of new groups, two of which are teaching foreign languages to local children.
The church porch remains a collection point for donations to the Cambridge Foodbank and
profits from the sale of Traidcraft items are also donated to support the foodbank (£300 was
donated May 2022).
The weekend of 25th September saw St Augustine’s host the Histon Rd Exhibition
(photographs of local people and places by Faruk Kara) and the launch of the accompanying
book, ‘A Community Remembers’. Since then the book has been recognised nationally,
being awarded the Alan Ball Prize for the best local history book of 2021.
The congregation continues to enjoy having ordinands from Westcott House on placement
and the variety they bring to worship and preaching.
On 23rd May 2021 Phil Mead was confirmed at Ely Cathedral on Whit Sunday by Bishop
Dagmar.
During Christian Aid Week Phil gave a series of short recitals called 'water nocturnes' which
raised c.£1200 for the charity. The new system of asking Christian Aid envelopes to be
returned to the church rather than having to be collected in person was quite successful and
is to be repeated in 2022.
The St Augustine's Singers resumed regular rehearsals in September together with a new
group to complement them, the St Augustine's Brass.
As one of three concerts enabled by the City Council and CCSA (Castle Covid Support
Association), a successful concert was given on Remembrance weekend with three
professional soloists. It included the world premiere of Martin Ellerby's Epitaph 12 A Somme
Scenario for choir, 2 side drums and bells. At the last in this three concert series, in March,
the choir gave a highly successful concert at Storey's Field Centre, Eddington, which raised
£400 through donations.
The normal Christmas Concerts were interrupted by an outbreak of Covid in the choir which
led to the annual Michaelhouse event being cancelled, although the AKPA (Addenbrookes’
Kidney Patients Association) carol concert was able to go ahead at Great St Mary's. Instead
of the usual carol service on the Saturday before Christmas Day, a group walked and sung
carols from the church to Darwin Green ending up around the Christmas tree in the square
at Eddington.
Unfortunately, covid concerns also prevented the popular New Year Viennese Coffee House
event taking place at the start of the new year, and sadly Chihiro Ono could not play violin
(an Amati) there.
The Sunday services continue to be alternately hybrid (in person and live on zoom) and
zoom which allows access for those who would not be able to physically attend church.
Philip Mead, Mark Wills, Churchwardens
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St Giles'

St Giles’ was able to resume services in person as soon as covid guidelines allowed, with its
large and well ventilated nave. All services are remaining hybrid with Zoom for the benefit
of those housebound or away. As St John the Evangelist for the Romanian Orthodox, it
continues to grow in popularity. By keeping the church open every day, there is an
increasing stream of those visiting for spiritual or aesthetic delight.
The five Victorian windows most urgently in need are now repaired to a high standard,
thanks to £23,374 secured from the Heritage Lottery by the Friends of St Giles’ Church
(FOSGC) plus their own fundraising to meet the cost of about £28,032 (no VAT). A matching
sixth window was repaired with the help of £3,000 from the Cambridgeshire Historic
Churches Trust (CHCT), with which we have taken up membership. The masons and
principal contractor Fairhaven ceased trading, so the final masonry was completed by
Hibbitts of Victoria Road. Historic England’s CEO has sent a letter of appreciation for
improving the church for visitors. Less urgent and less expensive needs remain to repair the
beautiful Kempe stained glass, plus improved heating, lighting, etc and potentially a ‘West
Room’.
The parish architect is also satisfied with a plaster repair high in the nave. This repair
costing £3016 (no VAT) was approved by the DCC to come from church funds. An insurance
claim is unlikely to qualify, so it is expected to come from the relevant fabric fund.
A downpipe by the outside scaffolding for the last window is blocked, so that scaffolding
needs moving and made higher for cleaners to clear. The overflow is affecting the surface of
the east wall. Other repair and maintenance tasks and storage arrangements are in hand.
Specifically, the vestry electrical consumer unit has been upgraded after repeated tripping
when heavily loaded.
Now covid restrictions have eased, there is a brimming calendar of outside and inside
events, to raise funds for the church and its charities. These include fetes, textile workshops, guided tours, talks and concerts. Other ecclesiastical and charitable organisations
also continue to book our large and beautiful venue. For example, Magdalene College is
appreciative of using the church for their services during covid, when their own chapel was
too small for social distancing. The church and churchyard remain a delight, thanks to
countless hours by volunteers.
Richard Catchpole, Churchwarden

St Luke's (United Reformed and Anglican Local Ecumenical Partnership, LEP)

Edited from reports to presented to the Annual Congregational Meeting 27th March 2022
Breathing Space (prayer group)
A new group has been formed which meets monthly in the Lady Chapel at St Luke’s at 5.30
pm on the first Wednesday of the month, a time chosen to help anyone working to attend
on their way home. There are members from all of our churches including Castle Street and
more are welcome. The group also values being given any topical points for prayer –
anything, and any person for whom you would like prayers. Please contact Margaret Cooper
on 354561 for more information.
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Charitable Giving 2021
As reported in last year’s Annual Report there were few opportunities in 2020 to raise
money for our quarterly charities as a result of the limited number of services in church in
person and few cash collections. The monies collected were carried forward to 2021 and
additional contributions made. The result was that £60 was sent to the Cambridge Street
Pastors for their work with young people at the weekends, £376 to the Christian Blind
Mission which does development work overseas with special concern for work with the
visually impaired, and £60 to Barnardo’s for work with children. The annual Commitment for
Life for Zimbabwe collection benefited from the return of regular services in the autumn
and raised £200. In 2022 we are supporting the Cambridge City Foodbank with a cash
donation. Other quarterly charities during the year will be the Refugee Council, Médecins
sans Frontières and our annual Commitment for Life for Zimbabwe.
Christian Aid 2021
We were able to be more proactive in 2021 than in 2020 although it was not possible to
hold a street collection based at St. Giles. A small church collection was held at St Giles’
amounting to £45. St. Augustine’s held various events including a special online Piano
Recital of Nocturnes played by Philip Mead every evening during the week, raising
£1,131.00. St. Augustine’s also held a Delivery Only Collection which raised a further
£1,231.00.
This year St. Luke’s undertook a Delivery Only Collection which raised to £1,119.49, with the
Parish as a whole raising £3,526.49. Thanks to all who participated in 2021. In 2022,
Christian Aid Week is from 15th to 20th May. The theme is ‘Hungry to Provide’ and the
highlighted country is Zimbabwe; well known to St. Luke’s people. The Delivery Only
Envelope system will be used again.
Church Music
Paul Custerson reports that he continues to use Royal School of Church Music’s magazine for
hymn suggestions from a variety of hymn books including our own. He has introduced
recently some of his own compositions to the congregation, mainly simple chants that have
been picked up quite easily.
Clare Redfern a proficient pianist and violinist has joined the church and is a great asset in
enlivening our worship at St Luke’s.
Churchwarden
The start of 2021 saw us all in lockdown, but we are pleased that this was eased during the
year enabling us to meet in person on a regular basis.
The easing of restrictions has meant that there have been a few social events notably at
May & Bill Block’s in June and Lib Hallam’s in September both garden-based. There have also
been other community activities taking place such as the Silver Sunday afternoon tea with
COPE.
Further work was required to the heating system during the year, but major expense for the
forthcoming year will be the refurbishment of the lift. The refurbishment work on The Old
School was completed during the year although some fitment remains.
Paul Gibbs. Retiring Churchwarden after 8 years
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Churchyard: our eco-churchyard
St Luke’s was very honoured to receive the Cambridgeshire Churchyard Conservation Award
last year, apparently the first urban churchyard in the County, but hopefully encouraging
others that have only small areas to accommodate wildlife. This February (2022) we are
already seeing many flowers returning, thanks to a lack of hard frost. The small garden by
The Old Schoolhouse is specifically designed to attract butterflies and other insects. One box
tree has been removed due to box blight. This summer we will be marking out two areas
that will be mown less often and one (around the compost heap) that will not be cut this
year at all, in accordance with Cambridgeshire Wildlife Trust’s plan (intended to create a
summer and a spring garden, with other areas kept more neatly). We will also have simple
measures to encourage birds, butterflies, insects etc, such as compost heaps, a bug hotel,
log piles and water bowls. The churchyard is managed by the City Council and overseen by
Alison Taylor on behalf of the church and thanks are due to them and their volunteers in
maintaining a safe, interesting and environmentally friendly area around the building.
Church Report – General 2021-2 for 2022 ACM
We entered 2021 with a total membership of 43 which dropped to 41 after Marie
Lucchetta-Redmond’s ordination and move to become a Deacon in the Parish of Cottenham
and Rampton, and the death of Betty Fisher in October 2021. We welcomed a new member,
Clare Redfern. Our annually updated Common Roll of Membership now shows a
membership of 42. The average church attendance at mainly hybrid services (combining inchurch and on Zoom) was difficult to calculate accurately but was approximately 22. New
marriage regulations meant registration is now electronic with no physical marriage register
to sign. Old St Luke’s URC marriage registers have now been deposited with Cambridgeshire
Archives in Ely. Brian Harrison retired as URC Treasurer at end of December 2021 after many
years of dedicated service. On May 9th, during the morning service, a memorial inscription
was dedicated to Ernie Norman, organist in St Luke’s for over 50 years, carved onto a pillar
beside the organ. September 2021 marked the 16th anniversary of the Declaration of Intent
by the C of E and URC congregations to form a single worshipping community and become a
Local Ecumenical Partnership. The 2021 Anniversary was marked on 26th September with a
combined Anniversary and Harvest service when we welcomed Revd Lythan Nevard, new
Moderator of URC Eastern Synod. St. Luke’s School Harvest Service was held in the church. It
was not possible to hold our usual community carol service, but on the evening on 19th
December there was a gathering in the car park with readings and carol singing, joined by
some of our appreciative neighbours. Charles Mather led a Time to Remember service in
the afternoon on 23rd January, intended particularly for those who had been bereaved
during the past few years. Due to the on-going Covid-19 pandemic, Iona-style services have
been held on Zoom at 7 pm on the third Sunday in the month.
Joint Church Council
Joint Council met by Zoom in May 2021 with a full Agenda. The situation, whereby both St
Luke’s Anglicans and St Luke’s URC make annual payments to their respective parent bodies
as if each were a complete entity and not one part of a whole, remains unresolved. The
meeting requested that informal discussion between Revd Sarah Gower (Diocesan
Ecumenical Officer) with both Philipa and Charles (wearing his URC Ecumenical Officer for
Cambridgeshire hat) might help resolve the issue.
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The Church Centre
Accounts for the centre form part of the Ascension Parochial Church Council Accounts. The
Ascension PCC is a Charity. The accounts are included in the Annual Report of the Parish of
the Ascension. The income in 2021 was less than in 2020 as a result of Rutherfords Punting
moving to larger premises at the end of June 2021 and the inability to raise extra funds
through our regular Travel Talk series. We are grateful that Smiths Nursery and
Cambridgeshire Older People’s Enterprise (COPE) remained open throughout 2021. There
were no furlough receipts to offset salary payments but an increase in light and heat with
the change in status of The Old School, previously charged at an empty property rate, and a
large increase in maintenance costs. Little maintenance had been possible in 2020. The
boiler had severe problems at the end of 2020 and cost £5447.89 to be put in order,
requiring several replacement parts.
More extensive gutter and gulley cleaning was necessary to prevent water ingress after very
heavy rainfall events and fire safety measures and security lighting needed upgrading. The
lift failed twice in 2021 and we intend to undertake the costly but necessary maintenance
and modernisation of it in 2022. The use of the Centre has increased since August 2021 but
is not yet back to pre-pandemic levels, so it is anticipated that the Centre will make a deficit
in 2022.
Frances Klein

St Luke's (VA) Church of England Primary School
A new Headteacher was appointed to the school, Beccy Ireland-Curtis and she has had to
cope with the changing Covid restrictions as well as sickness in staff and children at the
same time as raising educational standards.
Members of the Ministry Team (Gill Ambrose and Janet Bunker) continue to take a weekly
school assembly, via Zoom when Covid restrictions applied and then in person. For the end
of Easter Term, Gill and Janet created a series of prayer stations for the staff and children to
interact with at their own pace. These stations followed the main events of Holy Week and
included activities in response to the story.
Gill and Janet are also school governors.
Parish of the Ascension Burial Ground
The closed burial ground continues to be a favourite place for quiet walks and
contemplation by its surrounding community, especially under the Covid exercise
restrictions. The Friends of the Burial Ground hold regular working parties in conjunction
with the City Council's team who now have legal responsibility for the maintenance and
upkeep of this precious community and wildlife asset.
Communications
A newly designed ‘Church at Castle’ website was launched in the Spring of 2021, offering
easier navigation for users on all devices, a ‘home page’ for each church and an up-to-date
view of all that is on offer in our churches.
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Our challenges
Challenges: Like most church communities we are slowly recovering from the effects of the
Covid pandemic and counting its cost to us in financial and social terms. We have held
together as three worshipping communities but also enjoyed much more worship across
the three churches with Zoom and combined services. This has served as a welcome
reminder that we are one parish which opens up into the wider ChurchatCastle grouping.
The other significant event in this period was the illness in February of the Rector, Philipa
King. She is now recovering but of course her absence is keenly felt by the congregations
and ministry team. We pray for her continued recovery.
But our faith and hope rests in the Lord, the rock of our salvation.
'For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for
harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to
me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your
heart'
Jeremiah 29: 11-13

Copies of this report are available online at https://www.churchatcastle.org/about/
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St Giles’ Rose Window repair

Carols around NW Cambridge & Eddington Square

Easter prayer station at St Luke’s School

Frosty morning - Ascension Burial Ground

The churchwarden provided the music for Café@99

Hospitality in St Giles’ garden
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