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Opening 

Please STAND when the bell rings. In the darkness, the officiant says: 

Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 
a light no darkness can quench. 

The acolytes’ candles are lit, and by their light the officiant continues: 

Your Word is a lantern to my feet 
and a light upon my path. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God; 
and without him was not anything made that was made. In 
him was life, and the life was the life of humanity. The light 
shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome 
it. 

Give thanks to the Father, who has delivered us from the 
dominion of darkness, and made us partakers in the 
inheritance of the saints in light. 

The candles of the choir and congregation are lit 
 

Choir 

Please REMAIN STANDING as the choir sing Rorate coeli (Rheinberger) 
 

First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-10 

Please SIT 
 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, 

humble and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
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and the warhorse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle-bow shall be cut off, 

and he shall command peace to the nations; 
his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 

and from the River to the ends of the earth.

 
 
 
 
 
Hymn 45

 

Please STAND 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here, 
until the Son of God appear: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

2 O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 
thine own from Satan's tyranny; 
from depths of hell thy people save, 
and give them victory o'er the grave: 

3 O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death's dark shadows put to flight: 

4 O come, thou Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery: 

5 O come, O come, thou Lord of Might, 
who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 
in ancient times didst give the law 
in cloud and majesty and awe:
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Choir 

Please SIT as the choir sing Angelus ad virginem (Carter) 
 

Second Reading: Jeremiah 23:5-6 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for 
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In 
his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is 
the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our 
righteousness.’

 

Please STAND 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 

let us find our rest in thee. 

2 Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, 

joy of every longing heart. 

3 Born thy people to deliver; 
born a child and yet a king; 

born to reign in us for ever; 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

4 By thy own eternal Spirit, 
rule in all our hearts alone: 

by thy all-sufficient merit, 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
Please SIT as the choir sing Never weather-beaten sail 
(Parry) 

Hymn 30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Choir
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Third Reading: Psalm 118:19-20 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord. 
This is the gate of the Lord; 

the righteous shall enter through it. 
 
 

 

Hymn 54 

Please STAND 

1 Wake, O wake! With tidings thrilling 
the watchmen all the air are filling, 

arise, Jerusalem, arise! 
Midnight strikes! No more delaying, 
'The hour has come!' we hear them saying, 

'where are ye all, ye virgins wise? 
The Bridegroom comes in sight, 
raise high your torches bright!' 

Alleluia! 
The wedding song swells loud and strong: 
go forth and join the festal throng. 

2 Zion hears the watchmen shouting, 
her heart leaps up with joy undoubting, 

she stands and waits with eager eyes; 
see her Friend from heaven descending, 
adorned with truth and grace unending! 

Her light burns clear, her star doth rise. 
Now come, thou precious Crown, 
Lord Jesus, God's own Son! 

Alleluia! 
Let us prepare to follow there, 
where in thy supper we may share.
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3 Every soul in thee rejoices; 
from earth and from angelic voices 

be glory given to thee alone! 

Now the gates of pearl receive us, 
thy presence never more shall leave us, 

we stand with angels round thy throne. 
Earth cannot give below 
the bliss thou dost bestow. 

Alleluia! 
Grant us to raise, to length of days, 
the triumph-chorus of thy praise. 

 

Please SIT as the choir sing I look from afar (Wilson)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Choir

 

Fourth Reading: Isaiah 9:2,6-7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those 
who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless 
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will do this. 

Hymn 38 
Please STAND 

1 Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding; 
'Christ is nigh,' it seems to say; 

'cast away the dreams of darkness, 

O ye children of the day.’
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2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 
let the earth-bound soul arise; 

Christ, her Sun, all ill dispelling, 

shines upon the morning skies. 

3 Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, 
comes with pardon down from heaven; 

let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

one and all to be forgiven; 

4 That when next he comes with glory, 
and the world is wrapped in fear, 

with his mercy he may shield us, 
and with words of love draw near. 

5 Honour, glory, might, and blessing 

to the Father and the Son, 
with the everlasting Spirit, 

while eternal ages run. 
 
Please SIT as the choir sing Adam lay y’bounden (Ireland) 
and Let all mortal flesh (Bairstow)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choir

 

Fifth Reading: Isaiah 7:10-15 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your 
God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will 
not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: 
‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 
bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and 
honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good.’ 

Hymn 85 

Please STAND
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1 The Angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

‘All hail,’ said he, ‘thou lowly maiden Mary, 
most highly favoured lady.’ 

Gloria! 

2 ‘For known a blessèd Mother thou shalt be, 
all generations laud and honour thee, 

thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold; 
most highly favoured lady.’ 

Gloria! 

3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said, 

‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name’: 
most highly favoured lady. 

Gloria! 

4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ was born 
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 

and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say 
‘Most highly favoured lady.’ 

Gloria! 

Choir 

Please SIT as the choir sing Also hat Gott die Welt geliebt (Schütz) 
 

Sixth Reading: Romans 12:1-2, 13:11-14 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God— 
what is good and acceptable and perfect. Besides this, you know 
what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
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believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay  
aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us 
live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not 
in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. 
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to gratify its desires.

 
Please STAND 

1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 

glad tidings from the King of kings. 

2 Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 
make straight the way for God within; 

prepare we in our hearts a home, 
where such a mighty guest may come. 

3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward; 

without thy grace we waste away, 

like flowers that wither and decay. 

4 To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 
and bid the fallen sinner stand; 

shine forth, and let thy light restore 
earth's own true loveliness once more. 

5 All praise, eternal Son, to thee 

whose advent sets thy people free, 
whom with the Father we adore, 

and Holy Ghost for evermore. 
 

Please SIT as the choir sing Tollite portas (Byrd)

Hymn 46 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choir
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Gospel Reading: John 3.16-21 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 
eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but 
those who do not believe are condemned already, because they 
have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is 
the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and people 
loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 
For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so 
that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is 
true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their 
deeds have been done in God. 

Prayers 

Please REMAIN SEATED or KNEEL 

O Lord, you have set before us the great hope 
that your kingdom shall come on earth, 

and have taught us to pray for its coming. 
Give us grace to discern the signs of its dawning 
and to work for the perfect day, 
when your will shall be done on earth as it is in heaven, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

Blessed are you, Lord God, King of the universe, 
eternal creator of light and darkness. 

In this season of Advent, when the sun’s light 
is swallowed up by the growing darkness of the night, 
you renew your promise to reveal among us 

the splendour of your glory, 
made flesh and visible to us in Jesus Christ, your Son.
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Through the prophets you teach us 
to hope for his reign of peace. 

Through the outpouring of his Spirit, 
you open our eyes to the glory of his presence. 
Strengthen us in our weakness, 
support us in our stumbling efforts to do your will, 
and free our tongues to sing your praise. 

For to you all honour and blessing are due, now and forever. 
All Amen. 

Eternal Light, shine into our hearts; 
eternal Goodness, deliver us from evil; 
eternal Power, be our support; 
eternal Wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance; 
that with our hearts and minds and strength we may seek 
your face and be brought by your infinite mercy 

to your Holy presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All Amen. 

 

Hymn 41 

Please STAND for the final hymn. 

1 Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 
once for favoured sinners slain; 

thousand thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train: 

Alleluia! 
God appears on earth to reign. 

2 Every eye shall now behold him 

robed in dreadful majesty; 
those who set at naught and sold him, 

pierced and nailed him to the Tree, 
deeply wailing, 

shall the true Messiah see.
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3 Those dear tokens of his passion 

still his dazzling body bears, 
cause of endless exultation 

to his ransomed worshippers: 
with what rapture 

gaze we on those glorious scars! 

4 Yea, Amen, let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory, 
claim the kingdom for thine own: 

Alleluia! 

Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 
 
 
 

Please join us for refreshments at the back 
of the church if you are able to stay. If you are new 

to St Giles’, we look forward to meeting you. 

 
 

For full details of all our Christmas services 
and other events, please visit our website: 

 

https://www.churchatcastle.org/services-events/ 
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